


U.S. will pull out of Iraq 

GENEVA (R) — U.S. forces will withdraw from Iraq soon regardless of 
whether Baghdad accepts die tough U.N. resolution dictating the terms 
for an end to the conflict, a U.S. official said Friday. "We're going to pull 
out soon. I can't give you a definite date but it's not conditioned on 
whether Iraq accepts the resolution." U.S. Assistant Secretary' of State 
John Bolton tokl reporters. "If Iraq doesn't accept the resolution, they 
don't get a ceasefire and they don't get their oil flow turned back on. 
which is why we think ultimately they're going to have to accept it." U.S. 
President George Bush sent Mr. Bolton to Geneva on Thursday night to 
try to coordinate aid for refugees fleeing violence. The primary reference 
co allied forces in U.N. Security Council Resolution 687. passed 
Wednesday, says "conditions will be established" for them to feave Iraq 
once a U.N. observer unit is completely deployed between Kuwait and 
Iraq (see page 5). 
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Andraotti to try to form new cabinet 

ROME (API — A week after his government collapsed, sta-time Premier 
Giulio Andiisotti was asked Friday to try to form Italy's SOtb postwar 
cabinet. President Francesco Cosfiiga had summoned the 72-year-old 
Christian Democrat to the Quirioal Presidential Mace to give him the 
t-reV Since his resignation on March 29, Mr. Andrcotti has been staying 
on as a caretaker premier- Mr. Andrcotti must now begin ne g otiat ions to 
gain support from his former coalition partners for another government. 
Mr- Andreoni's government fell after 20 months in office. The five-party 
coalition had been feuding over how to rein io public spending and debt, 
fight organised crime and, especially, reform government institutions and 
the electoral system. His chances of success rested with the Socialists, die 
second largest party m the outgoing coalition. The government collapsed 
when the Socialists withdrew their support, and they have been 
demanding firm commitments to reform Italy's system-of government as a 
price for their renewed backing. 
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Iraq offers amnesty to Kurds 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ FRIDAY offered amnesty 
to rebellious Kurds, but hundreds 
of thousands of refugees con- 
tinued to besiege the borders of 
neighbouring states and the west 
began sending humanitarian aid. 

A decree from the ruling Re- 
volutionary Command Council 
(RCO gave Kurds inside Iraq a 
week to take advantage of the 
offer. Those who had fled abroad 
had two weeks to report back to 
Iraqi authorities. 

The decree, published by the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA), said 
the amnesty covered all Kurds 
"except those vho committed 
murder, rape and looting during 
acts of riots and treason." 

Reports from Turkey and Iran 
say about two million of Iraq's 3.5 
million Kurds are fleeing there, 
fearing reprisals by Iraqi troops 
following the collapse of their 
month-old rebellion. 


The government offer specifi- 
cally mentioned Kurdish deser- 
ters from the police and armed 
forces who joined the rebellion. 

The decree said the govern- 
ment bad ordered ail its officials 
to abide by the terms of the 
amnesty. Those who returned 
would have their rights guaran- 
teed. 

"We are confident of the future 
despite treacherous plots against us, 
including what is happening at the 
council of injustice, the so-called 
Security Council” an RCC statement 
said after a meeting chaired by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

INA reported that President Sad- 
dam Hussein was briefed by his num- 
ber two, \zl at Ibrahim, on the Kur- 
dish rebellion in northern Iraq. Mr. 
Ibrahim was m charge of putting 
down the rebellion and an earlier 
attempt by Shiites in the south. 

The rebellion in Iraq's Shiite heart- 
land began the day after U.S.-led 
allies declared a truce in the Gulf war 
on Feb. 28. The Kurdish rebellion 
began a few days later. 


The decree statement said: "Law. 
order, security and stability have re- 
turned to all cities of Iraq. The time is 
ripe for embarking on the new phase 
which... requires great sacrifices.” 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal. 
meanwhile, hinted his country might 
take military action against Iraq and 
Iran’s spiritual leader urged Iraqis to 
continue their rebellion. 

Kurdish guerrilla leader Jalal Tala- 
bani of the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan said the amnesty offer “doesn't 
seem to be serious” and noted the 
government had declared similar 
amnesties after past rebellions. 

“If the government is serious about 
its intent, then it has to announce that 
it is quite prepared to conduct a free 
referendum under the United Na- 
tions.” he said in a statement relayed 
through the union office in Syria. 

Iran’s Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported that more than 
70,000 refugees had crossed into its 
territory and that more than one 
million were trying to cross. 

Mr. Ozal hinted at use of force 
against Iraq to stop the Hood, accord- 
ing to a report in the English- 


language Turkish Daily News. 

It said a deputy from his governing 
Motherland Party asked during a 
dinner if Turkey might resort to 
force. 

“Naturally, since we cannot stop 
these people from trying to escape 
from the attacks, we shall try to stop 
the other side,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

During a Friday prayer service at 
Tehran University. Iran's spiritual 
leader. Ali Khamenei, urged Kurds 
and Shiites in southern Iraq to con- 
tinue their rebellion. 

“If you resist, victory will be yours. 
Of course, sacrifice is needed, and the 
task is difficult.” be said in remarks 
carried by Tehran Radio. 

“If the present regime continues to 
exist, it wUI take the worst revenge.” 
he added. 

Associated Press correspondent 
Alex Efty, with the rebels in Kurdis- 
tan, said some refugees were ready to 
respond to the amnesty. 

“It is better to return than to watch 
our children and women die in the 

(Coo tinned on page 4) 


Iraq wants mission to 
witness treatment of Kurds 


BRUSSELS (R) — Baghdad has 
asked for an international fact-finding 
team to witness its treatment of the 
Kurds following its offer of an amnes- 
ty to Kurdish rebels, the Iraqi ambas- 
sador to Belgium said Friday. 

“We have asked the highest inter- 
national levels to verify with a delega- 
tion what is happening," Ambassador 
Zaid Haidar cold a Belgian television 
reporter, in an apparent reference to 
the United Nations. 

Mr. Haidar added the delegation 
would be “well received'* in Iraq but 
gave no further details. 

Iraq earlier on Friday offered an 
amnesty to Kurds who took part in a 
failed rebellion. Hundreds of 
thousands of Kurds are fleeing Iraq. 

France. Britain and the United 
States pressed the U.N. Security 
Council to adopt a resolution Friday 
demanding that Iraq stop its military 
action against the Kurds. 

The three countries also want 
Baghdad to allow humanitarian 
groups into Iraq to reach those in 
need of help. 

“There are hundreds, probably 
thousands of bedraggled, bootless, 
freezing people being driven across 
the mountains of Iraq by tank, heli- 
copter gunships and so on," said 
Britain's ambassador to the U.N., Sir 
David Hannay. 

“All that needs to be addressed by 
the council." 

Mr. Hannay added that he thought 
there could be a vote on Friday on the 
resolution, drafted by France. 

But reservations about the new 
draft are numerous and the text is 


expected to be amended. 

China. Yemen and Cuba are be- 
lieved to strongly oppose setting any 
precedent for die council interfering 
in a country's internal affairs in viola- 
tion of the U.N. Charter. 

Council sources said reservations in 
varying degrees were also expressed 
by the Soviet Union, India. Romania 
and Zimbabwe at informal consulta- 
tions late Thursday. 

The United States, France and 
Britain argue that the situation in Iraq 
has given rise to world-wide concern 
so it is no longer an internal matter. 

Mr. Hannay and U.S. Ambassador 
Thomas Pickering said security was 
threatened because of the huge flow 
of refugees into neighbouring Turkey 
and Iran. 

Mr. Pickering told reporters the 
United States feels ‘There is a dear 
threat here to peace and security in 
the region and that the necessity to 
end the repression of the Kurds and 
others in Iraq who are streaming over 
the border and to extend humanita- 
rian assistance is extremely impor- 
tant." 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul Amir A1 
An ban said: “The U.S.-Ied coalition 
almost destroyed Iraq but that 
doesn’t mean Iraq is a free-for-all.” 

He accused Turkey and Iran of 
taking advantage of "the tragic situa- 
tion" following ti* Gulf war in order 
to commit “all sorts of subversive 
actions” to destabilise bis country. 

"I believe Turkey is the last coun- 
try on earth to pretend to be con- 

(Continned on page 4) 


Palestinians’ situation 
perilous, NGOs report 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Measures im- 
posed by the Israeli occupation 
authorities during and after the 
Gulf war have made life unbear- 
able for the Palestinians living in 
the occupied territories and a new 
"pass system" introduced by the 
Israeli army has further aggra- 
vated the suffering of the people, 
according to a report issued by a 
panel representing non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs). 

The Palestinians are also “ex- 
periencing their most serious eco- 
nomic recession since 196S,” said 
the report, released by the Coor- 
dinating Committee of Interna- 
tional NGOs (CONGO). 

The report gives a chilling 
account of the deteriorating situa- 
tion for Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip — the cur- 
few for weeks on end. tanta- 
mount to house arrest; the loss of 
jobs and the devastation of the 
economy. 

Following is the full report, a 
copy of which was made available 
to the Jordan Times: 

Four weeks after the end of the 
Gulf war, the strictly enforced 
night-time curfew is still in place 
over the 850.000 Palestinian resi- 
dents of the Gaza Strip, while it 
has been lifted in some areas of 


the West Bank. Day-time cur- 
fews. many lasting for several 
weeks continue to be imposed 
throughout the occupied territor- 
ies. For example, the village of 
Anabta was under curfew for 23 
consecutive days from Feb. 28- 
March 22. As of today, the town 
of Qabatya has been under con- 
tinuous curfew for 16 days. The 
residents of Beit Sahour have 
been under curfew for three days 
while those of Nur Shams refugee 
camp were confined to their 
-homes for 14 days during the 
month of March. The two main 
commercial districts in Gaza Gty. 
Palestine Square and the Siras 
market have been under con- 
tinuous curfew since January 16. 

Despite the claims of Israeli 
authorities, life in the occupied 
territories has not returned to 
normal. On the contrary. Palesti- 
nians are being subjected to an 
entirely new form of domination 
— the pass system. All movement 
between and within the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is now 
tightly controlled. No Palesti- 
nians are allowed to pass through 
or enter into East Jerusalem with- 
out a special permit, cutting off 
the majority of the Palestinian 

(Continued on page 4) 


Y eltsin 
boosted 

MOSCOW ( A?) — Russian lead- 
er Boris Yeitsin emerged from a 
stormy parliament session Friday 
poised to challenge Mikhail Gor- 
bachev with new executive pow- 
ers and the chance to become the 
republic's first president. 

The extraordinary Russian 
Federation Congress of People’s 
Deputies set a June 12 presiden- 
tial election date and granted Mr. 
Yeltsin temporary’ new authoriry 
to pursue more radical reforms 
than the Soviet president has 
implemented. 

But reformers in the stale- 
mated parliament failed to amend 
Russia's constitution to make the 
powers permanent under a new 
post of Russian president. They 
managed only to set May 21 as 
the date for another session to try 
to approve the presidency, and 
June 12 for the election itself. 

Mr. Yeltsin, commonly called 
the president of the Russian Re- 
public, is actually (he chairman of 
its parliament. 

After nine days of stormy de- 
bate. the congress was winding 
down to a conclusion that re- 
flected the deep divisions be- 
tween the hardliners backing Mr. 
Gorbachev and the radicals back- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yeitsin won no powers to 
enforce his new authority and 
there was no assurance local offi- 
cials would obey him. The powers 
posed a risk for Mr. Yeltsin, who 
could be blamed more harshly for 
the republic's complex economic 
and ethnic problems if he fails to 
find effective resolutions. 

But Mr. Yeltsin's new powers 
and the promise of election put 
him in a better position to force 
Mr. Gorbachev to cooperate with 
the assertive leaders of the Soviet 
Union's biggest and richest re- 
public. 


Residents flood to Sulaimaniyah... 


From I .amis Andoni in Sulaimaniyah 


TENS OF THOUSANDS of 
Kurds who fled fighting between 
government forces and Kurdish 
insurgents were returning to their 
homes Friday as the Iraqi army 
appeared in full control of all 
major northern cities. 

The refugees were coming back 
on foot, cars and army on their way 
to Sulaimaniyah, Erbil, Kirkuk 
and other Kurdish cities which 
were recaptured by the Iraqi army 
over the last week. At the northern 
entrance of Sulaimaniyah Iraqi sol- 
diers were organising the flood of 
tired looking families — mostly 
women and children — who had 
taken refuge in the neighbouring 
mountainous villages. 

A low-flying helicopter hovered 
over the area, as an army spokes- 
man appealed to the Kurds 
through a loud speaker to return 


home and assured them safety. 
“We urge you to return. You will 
be safe. No one will be hurt," a 
voice in Kurdish echoed across the 
green hills and steppes. 

Sulaimaniyah. the last stron- 
ghold for the Kurdish rebels, was 
recaptured by the army Wednes- 
day after nearly a month of control 
by the armed insurgents. 

Except for a few damaged build- 
ings in the city centre and at the 
entrance of the city, there were no 
signs of heavy fighting when 
jouranlists toured Sulaimaniyah 
Friday morning. 

Residents and soldiers said that 
it did not take the Republican 
Guards — the elite Iraqi force — 
more than a few hours to recap tue 
the city. 

“They (the insurgents) did not 
put up strong resistance.” said one 


soldier. 

Residents who did not flee the 
violence said the rebels started 
withdrawing hours before the army 
launched its attack to recapture the 
city. 

A few hours prior the army’s 
attack the rebels urged the resi- 
dents to flee the city warning them 
of severe retaliation by the Iraqi 
army. “They came to our houses 
and told us that we should leave 
because the army was about to 
destroy the city." said a young 
Kurdish woman. Others said the 
rebels told them that the army was 
preparing to use chemical and 
other lethal weapons. “Thousands 
fled, but nothing of that sort hap- 
pened," said Barazan Said 
Ahmad, a Kurdish businessman. 

Returning Kurds said the mas- 
sive exodus from the northern 

(Continued on page 4) 


..as Erbil remains serene and calm 


By Sana Atiyeh 
in Erbil, Iraq 

THE OUTSKIRTS of (his green 
Iraqi Kurdish city were serene and 
calm on one day earlier (his week 
but Iraqi troops still looked tired as 
they were piling up on army trucks 
to go home after battling for two 
days against Kurdish rebels who 
had controlled the city for 20 days. 
The city was recaptured by the 
government forces last Sunday. 

Traces of light battles were evi- 
dent some 15 kilometres outside 
Erbil. where damaged vehicles, 
some of them civilian, were seen. 
Military camps were spread out 
across the green-yellow plains. At 
what appeared to be a military 
base, four prisoners were seen 
waiting outside the headquarters 
with their hands tied behind their 
backs. 

But the fiercest battles took 
place in the centre of the ancient 
city where the main govemoratc 
building, government buildings 
and institutions, which were taken 
over by the rebels, were burned or 
badly damaged. 


Residents were seen returning to 
their city on foot and cars after the 
calm prevailed. According to one 
soldier, the army had distributed 
leaflets from helicopters on Erbil 
advising the residents to leave so as 
not to get caught in crossfire. 

At the entrance of the city proud 
soldiers stood near a high school, 
where many soldiers stood and 
where a bloated corpse lay against 
die school wall on the sidewalk 
covered with catboard. Looking at 
the graffitti on the school walls, the 
school appeared to have been 
occupied by the Kurdish Democra- 
tic Party. Inside, the school was 
completely destroyed, documents 
thrown everywhere, desks sporadi- 
cally spread and broken in the 
school yard and the laboratory was 
burnt to ashes. An army officer 
said that the school was destroyed 
by “those demagogues and terror- 
i5ts.” 

Residents of Erbil told journal- 
ists that rebels had occupied this 
provincial capital of the Iraqi Kur- 
distan on March II and occupied 
government buildings and institu- 
tions. 


“They entered the city at 7 
a.m.,” Tawfiq Owaiz told repor- 
ters outside the school. “They car- 
ried machine guns, rocket laun- 
chers and light weapons and came 
on foot and by cars from the 
north.” 

The city traffic police station was 
demolished. The chief of police. 
Kassem A1 Dura, said that the 
rebels, who occupied the building, 
had destroyed all the files and 
documents. 

“On March 11. the saboteurs 
attacked these headquarters, 
looted everything and burned all 
the furniture and equipment,” Mr. 
Dura told journalists in front of the 
damaged station, adding that the 
insurgents had a/so looted the 
homes of government officials in 
the city. 

The police station appeared to 
have been occupied by the Com- 
munist Party before they were 
either crushed by die government 
troops or before they fled. 

The graffitti on the walls of the 
buildings indicated that many 

(Continued on page 4) 



‘SHOW OF SUPPORT: 5 a boy holds up 

a copy of the Holy Koran and a toy gun whOe a 
veiled woman also holds op the Holy Book at a 


rally organised by the Muslim Brotherhood after 
Friday prayers (see page 3) 

Photos by Yousof At 'Alan 


Aspin ends visit to Jordan today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — U.S. Con- 
gressman Les Aspin is expected 
to wind up Saturday a two-day 
visit to Jordan during which he 
was received by His Majesty King 
Hussein with whom he reviewed 
the Middle East and Gulf issues. 

Discussions during the audi- 
ence at the Royal Court also 
covered the impact of the Gulf 
crisis on the region and ideas for a 
peaceful solution to the Palestine 
problem, according to the Jordan 


News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Aspin. who is currently on 
a tour of the region, was also 
received Thursday by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
with whom he reviewed efforts 
for finding a solution to the Pales- 
tine question. Petra said. 

Mr. Aspin. Chairman of the 
House of Representatives Armed 
Services Committee, had a meet- 
ing later with Chief of Staff 
General Fathi Abu Taleb on the 


general military situation in the 
region and Jordan's position vis- 
a-vis the various Middle East 
problems. 

Mr. Aspin also held talks with 
Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi, who 
reaffirmed Jordan's welcome of 
recent statements .by President 
George Bush on settling the 
Arab-Israeli conflict on the basis 

(Continued on page 2) 


Baker 
due in 
Mideast 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secret- 
ary of State James Baker will visit 
Israel and Egypt next week to 
push for a Middle East peace 
settlement, the State Department 
said Friday. 

Mr. Baker will visit Israel 
Tuesday and will stop in Egypt 
before his return Friday, spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said. 

“The purpose of this trip is to 
see if we can bring the parties 
closer together,” Ms. Tutwiler 
said. 

She said that on his first trip to 
the region three weeks ago, Mr. 
Baker sought to establish agree- 
ment on a basic approach and to 
explore possible steps that the 
parties could take to end the 
Middle East stalemate. 

Mr. Baker will depart for the ‘ 
region on Sunday after conferring 
on Saturday with President 
George Bush in Houston. 

“The president and the secret- 
ary feel that another trip at this 
time will be helpful in this pro- 
cess,” Ms. Tutwiler said. “It is 
important if we are to try and 
Cake advantage of the window of 
opportunity that all agree exists.” 

She added that the trip also 
underlines the U.S. commitment 
to work actively to promote and 
reconciliation among Israel, the 
Arab states and the Palestinians. 

After his previous trip to the 
region, Mr. Baker had said he 
expected to be in telephone con- 
tact with the leaders there to 
discuss possible steps towards a 
settlement. 

Ms. Tutwiler refused to discuss 
the outcome of those contacts, 
saying she was not going to play 
the '.‘positive, negative, progress, 
non-progress game.” 

Mr. Baker has indicated that 

(Continued on page 2) 




ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening of a 
new office in 

Ajloun 


Banking services started on Monday 
1 April 1991 

Arab Bank , Amman - Ajloun Street 
P.O. Box 168 Jerash, Tel : (04) 462750 

Arab Bank 

Jordan Branches: 

♦Amman (King Faisal Street) * Shmeisani * Jabal Amman * Jabal Hussein * Abdali * Fifth Circle 
*Jabal Luweibdeh * Mahatta Street * Marka * Wahdat * Wadi Seer * Abu Alanda * Suweileh * Sahib 
* Irbid * Russeifa * Salt * Deir Alia * Zerka * Jerash * Mafraq * Madaba * Ma’an * Karak * Aqaba. 

Jordan Offices: 

* Muhajereen * Khreibet El-Suq * Gardens * Maij AI-Hamam * Mecca Street * Suwaif-wa * 
Intercontinental Hotel * A1 Hussein Camp * AI Nuzha * King Hussein's Sports Citv * Tarea 
Municipality * Jabal AI-Taj * Jabal AI Nasr * North Hashimi * Queen Alia Airwrt* AlS * 

^ ahdat > * Ras^ ATn^Yarmou^S^e. 
(Wahdat ) Ejdoun ( Irbid I ) Hakama ( Mi d ) * Ramtha * Petra * Awajan * AI Hussein District 
-i ■ (Zerka ) * Ghuweineh ( Zerka ) * AI Husn * Filastin Street ( Irbid ) * Ajloun . 
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PLO leaders meet on row over 
armed presence in S. Lebanon 


By P.V. Viveksmand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine 
Central Council (PCC) is sche- 
duled to meet in Tunis on 
April 21 and the key topics for 
discussions include the overall 
political situation in the 
Palestinian arena after the 
Gulf war and fears that 
another massacre of Palesti- 
nians could be in the making in 
South Lebanon, informed 
sources said Friday. 

While the ongoing U.S.-led 
effort* to realise an American- 
Israeli version of a solution to 
the Palestinian problem and poli- 
tical splits with Palestinian fac- 
tions remain very much on the 
centre-stage for the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). a sense of urgency also 
surrounds the situation in 
South Lebanon, where Palesti- 
nian guerrillas have been 
served a Lebanese government 
order to surrender their 
weapons to the army as part of 
Beirut's attempt to exercise its 
authority all over Lebanon. 

Senior Palestinian leaders 
are holding urgent consulta- 
tions to avert what they see as 
an impending catastrophe in 
Lebanon if the Palestinian 
fighters in the south were to be 
disarmed and exposed to 
Israeli as well as rival militia 
attacks, Palestinian sources 
said. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat has been presiding over the 
meeting of the PLO's Lebanon 
Committee ahead of an April 
30 deadline set by the Beirut 
government for its disarma- 
ment order. 

Mr. Arafat's representative 
in Lebanon has rejected the 
ultimatum and the Lebanese 
defence minister has vowed to 
implement the order by the 
government of Syrian- 
supported President Elias H ra- 


in principle, the PLO wel- 
comes the Lebanese govern- 
ment’s effort to disarm ail 
armed elements in the country, 
but it believes that the issue of 
Palestinian armed presence 
should be taken up by the 
Palestinian and Lebanese lead- 
ership ‘'in a framework of com- 
mon goals and struggle against 
the enemy." a senior PLO 
official said. 

“We welcome the Lebanese 
government’s moves to disarm 
the bandits and gangs in Leba- 
non and exert its authority all 
over the country,” PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee member 
Mohammad MiUiem said in an 
apparent reference to the va- 
rious Lebanese sectarian mili- 
tias. 

But. he pointed out. the 
Palestinian armed presence is 
“different from the security 
situation in Lebanon since the 
Palestinians are armed to pro- 
tect themselves as well as the 
Lebanese.” 

“The Palestinians are also 
protecting Lebanese 
sovereignty against Israel," 
Mr. MiUiem said. “We should 
work together to end the 
Israeli occupation of Lebanese 
land,” he added, referring to a 
self-styled “security zone** that 
Israel and its surrogate forces 
maintain within Lebanese 
territory. 

"We believe that the 
Lebanese government and the 
PLO leaderships should dis- 
cuss the issue and reach an 
agreement based on this 
understanding," Mr. Milhem 
told the Jordan Times. 

Behind the PLO concern 
over disarming its fighters in 
South Lebanon are several fac- 
tors, including fears that the 
guerrillas would be left vulner- 
able to raids by the Israeli 
army and exposed to assaults 
by Lebanese groups which 
have for years maintained hos- 


tility towards the Palestini an* 
Furthermore, the Palesti ni an 
community in South Lebanon 
also represents the last vesti- 
bule of Palestinian armed 
struggle against Israel. 

Mr. Milhem dismissed as in- 
valid a decree issued by the 
then government of Amin 
Gemayel in 1987anulling a 
Lebanese-Palestinian agree- 
ment of 1968 which authorised 
Palestinians to cany arms in 
Lebanon. 

“The agreement was made 
between two parties and it 
cannot be abrogated un- 
ilaterally," Mr. Milhem said. 
In any event, he said, the 
Palestinian armed presence in 
South Lebanon is “closely link- 
ed with the aspirations and 
goals of the Palestinian peo- 
ple.” 

The ongoing meeting in 
Tunis of the Lebanese Com- 
mittee — which comprises rep- 
resentatives of all PLO factions 
— is expected to issue recom- 
mendations to the Central 
Council's meeting on April 21. 

The 80-member Central 
Council liaises between the 
450-member Palestine Nation- 
al Council (PNC) — the 
Palestinian parliament — and 
the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee. 

PLO officials have repeated- 
ly called for dialogue with the 
Beirut government over the 
Palestinian presence in Leba- 
non, but analysts expect little 
positive response from Beirut 
as long as the mainstream PLO 
leadership and the Syrian gov- 
ernment remain at odds over 
Middle East peace efforts. 

At least two Syrian-based 
PLO factions which are repre- 
sented in the PLO Executive 
Committee have also rejected 
the demand for surrender of 
Palestinian weapons and called 
for talks with the Beirut gov- 
ernment. 


EC visit to Iran boosts relations 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — Luxem- 
bourg Foreign Minister Jacques 
Poos said Thursday that a Euro- 
pean Community ( EC) mission to 
Iran had been a “profitable for, 
vestment" that could lead to re- 
newed economic ties and an EC 
diplomatic presence in Tehran. 

"Iran would like Europe to 
play a bigger role in the Gulf 
region." Mr. Poos said at a news 
conference on his return. "It is 
eager to foster economic links.” 

European Commissioner Abel 
Matutcs will go to Iran soon to 
discuss reinstating an economic 
accord suspended over the U.S. 
hostace crisis and have talks on 


the possibility of the EC opening 
an office in Tehran, he said. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati earlier described 
the visit as “a long and positive 
stride in relations between the 
EC and Iran." 

Mr. Poos and the foreign 
ministers of Italy and the Nether- 
lands. representing the current, 
last and next holders of the EC's 
rotating presidency, also discus- 
sed with President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani prospects' 
for a long-term peace in the Gulf. 

The Iranians are extremely 
worried about the rebellion of' 
Kurdish and Shi'ite rebels in Iraq. 


Mr. Poos said. 

“They underlined that the in- 
ternal situation is disastrous and 
that we're witnessing a certain. 
'Lebanonisation' of their neigh- 
bour.” he said. 

“The Iranians proposed con- 
tacting all the anti-Saddam fac- 
tions outside (Iraq) who are 
trying to organise themselves,” 
Mr. Poos said. He did not say, 
what the EC response had been. 

Iran wanted to push for elec- 
tions in Iraq and expected 80 per 
cent of the population to vote 
against the government of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein if a poll 
took place, he said. 


Iranian 

opposition 

describes 
battle in Iraq 

WASHINGTON (AP) — An 
Iraqi-based Iranian opposition 
group on Thursday described 
what it said were three weeks of 
battles with Iranian government 
forces fa Iraq, including a major 
showdown this week. 

U.S. officials have said there is 
no evidence to indicate any kind 
of serious military effort by Iran 
inride Iraq. 

A State Department source 
who declined to be identified said 
late Thursday there has been no 
report of the April 1 battle de- 
scribed by the Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq of Iran. 

The U.S. spokesman for the 
Iranian Mujahedeen. Alireza 
Jafarzadeh, outlined what he said 
was a four-pronged assault by 
Iranian forces against rebel bases, 
displaying a battle map of the 
border area north of the eastern 
Iraqi town of Khanqin. 

Mr. Jafarzadeh said 1.500 Ira- 
nian government soldiers were 
killed, while the Iraqi-based re- 
bels. who waged a years-loog bat- 
tle against die late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. lost 10. 

He gave no details to explain 
why the battle was so lopsided, 
except to say that the resistance 
forces are superior to dismayed 
government troops. 

He showed a videotape of in- 
terviews he said were with six 
captured government soldiers, as 
well as snatches of battle scenes 
and tank movements that could 
not be independently verified. He 
said the interviews were con- 
ducted on Tuesday. 

Mr. Jafarzadeh also presented 
lists of the names of 150 Iranians 
soldiers purportedly killed in Ira- 
qi territory and 20 Iranian milit- 
ary units he said had been used 
against the rebel forces. 

He said the Iranians were tak- 
ing advantage of unrest in Iraq to 
anack the rebel forces. Iran, he 
said, wants to install a fun- 
damentalist Muslim government 
in Iraq. 

The regime’s forces in the 
latest assault, he said, entered 
[ran on march 31 and launched 
their attack the next day. 

“After 18 hours of fierce fight- 
ing, the regime suffered a major 
defeat.” Mr. Jafarzadeh said. 

The group, which says it wants 
to install a democratic govern- 
ment in Iran, called for a United 
Nations investigation of Tran’s 
cross-border activities. 

Mr. Jafarzadeh declined to give 
details of the rebel force, but said 
it has high-powered weapons cap- 
tured in previous assaults inside 
Iran and is supported entirely 
by Iranians. 


Peace activists get a bitter , 
first-hand taste of Israeli rule 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of activists 
are now back in Amman after 
having a firsthand taste of how 
the Palestinians live under 
occupation, how it is like to take 
a message of peace and justice to 
the Israelis and bow the Israeli 
establishment is paranoid over 
anyone who calls for a fair settle- 
ment of the Palestinian problem. 

The Gulf Peace Team, whose 
20 members undertook a peace 
march ftom Jericho in the occu- 
pied West Bank to occupied Jeru- 
salem last week, encountered 
Israeli hostility and obstacles all 
along the 40 or so kilometres they 
walked from the biblical town to 
the Holy City, its members re- 
count. 

“It appeared that they (the 
Israeli military) were under 
orders not to allow the event at 
all,'’ said Kathy Kelly, one of 
those who marched through the 
Holy Land. “Obviously, it was 
the first time ever that they saw 
anything like it and they did not 
know how to handle it," added 
Ms. Kelly, a veteran disarma- 
ment activist in the U.S. who had 
served term for staging anti- 
nuclear protest at home. 

The group had the first bitter 
taste of the shape of things to 
come right at A1 Hussein bridge, 
across the River Jordan. Sunday, 
when three of its Indian members 
were not allowed entry. The 
reason: “India does not recognise 
the state of Israel and therefore 
Indian nationals should secure 
prior Israeli permission to cross 
the river.” 

Only one Indian, Miss Bela 
Bhatia, a social worker in tbe 
western Indian state of Gujarat, 
had such a prior permission and 
she was allowed across. Miss 
Bhatia “proved to be the best 
asset we had since she had to do a 
lot of tough negotiations with the 
Israeli army throughout the 
march,” Ms. Kelly said. 

After crossing the river, the 
group teamed up with three 
Buddhist monks — who had pro- 
ceeded on foot right from Am- 
man earlier — at a school in 
Jericho and was about to begin 
the march when it found the gates 
of the school sealed off by Israeli 
soldiers who argued that they had 
□o information of the event and 
therefore could not let it proceed. 

According to Ms. Kelly, the 
peace group had in fact formally 
notified the Israeli authorities of 
the event, but “did not bother to 
secure official permission since 
we were told such permission 
-would not be granted.” 

“But right at the bridge, they 
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Israeli soldiers and members of a ‘peace pilgrim- 
age’ to Jerusalem argue over die “legality” of (be 


march at Jericho in the occupied West Bank last 
week (Photo courtesy: Guff Peace Team) 


appeared to have been prepared 
to see about 1,000 marches,” Ms. 
Kelly recounted. “Obviously they 
knew we were going in, but they 
seemed more and more worried 
about how their superiors would 
react and always sought instruc- 
tions from higher and higher ups 
as we went along.” 

Several hours of “tough nego- 
tiations” with the security forces 
took place at Jericho — “they 
further argued that the area was a 
closed military zone and the proc- 
lamation was made about 15 mi- 
nutes ago” — Ms. Kelly said. 
“Open threats of arrest and 
physical violence” were also pan 
of the Israeli attempt to persuade 
the group to call off the event. 

Five or six Palestinian nationals 
were to join the march, but 
“when they witnessed tbe prot- 
racted harassment they decided 
not to take part,” according to 
Ms. Kelly. 

Apparently, the Israeli strategy 
did not wprk with the Japanese 
an ‘.Buddhist monks, who 
brush«J aside tbe objections of 
the army and proceeded to walk 
towards Jerusalem, chanting and 
beating drums as they went 
ahead, Ms. Kelly told the Jordan. 
Times. 

Shoit of-physical violence, the, 
Israeli soldiers could not have 
Stopped the robed monks and 
apparently they derided against 
it. A couple of hours later the rest 
of the group was allowed to pro- 
ceed as long as they avoided the 
main highway; it was getting dark 
and tbe obvious objective of the 
army was to keep the event as low 


key as possible with as little pub- 
lic attention as possible. 

The group spent the night as 
guest of a bedouin camp and en- 
countered problems in the morn- 
ing. The army wanted the peace 
“marchers” to “take a taxi" 
again, the monks took on notice 
of the army order and proceeded. 
The army did not stop them but 
confiscated their banner, which 
said: “Peace pilgrimage to Jeru- 
salem”. The rest of the group 
followed in vehicles to a point 10 
kilometres further — “we real- 
ised that our refusal to comply 
would have meant harm for our 
bedouin hosts,” Ms. Mamie 
Smith, another member, ex- 
plained. 

The march was resumed after 
the ride, and the group went all 
the way to the Mount of Olives 
and occupied Jerusalem and the 
religious and historic sites there, 
including A1 Aqsa Mosque, die 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
and tbe Western Wall. At all 
these rites the Buddhist monks, 
carrying an urn containing reli- 
gious relics, offered their tradi- 
tional prayer for peace -much to 
the discomfort of Jews at tbe 
wall, according to Ms. Kelly. 

“However, it was really mov- 
ing to see people of one faith 
paying their respect to ali other 
faiths in all sincerity and hones- 
ty,” she said. 

Terasawa, who acquired fame 
as the lone monk who beat the 
“drums of peace" in front of the 
American Embassy in Baghdad 
for days in the run-up to the Gulf 
war in January, and his comrades 


Saudi delays hold up fire gear Long-divided Beirut crawls back to fife 


KUWAIT iR) — Delays at the 
Saudi border are holding up ship- 
ments of heavy equipment vital 
for putting out more than 500 
Marine Kuwaiti oil wells, accord- 
ing to an L T .S. oil industry' offi- 
cial 

"The Saudi Arabian's haven't 
bee:: ail that helpful in clearing 
the transference through customs 
of equipment.. ."Larry Fl3k, coor- 
dinator of fire-fighting for the 
Kuwait Oil Company, said. 

Mr. Flak is coordinating the 
work of three U.S. firms battling 
to extinguish more than 500 oil 
■a ells set ablaze during the Gulf 
war. No fires have yet been put 
out because of lack of equipment 
and water. 

The U.S. fire-fighters had so 
far capped 1*3 wells, which were 
gushing but not on fire. Mr. Flak 
said. He said 6U0 wells had been 
blown up in the war but about 80 
were not on fire. 

"Fire-fighters would probably 
be able to tackle the first fire next 
week when engineers were ex- 
pected to complete a pipeline 
bringing water from the sea." Mr. 
Flak said. 

"They’re very, very close to 
finishing it (the pipeline). We’ll 
jusi have water to some limited 


areas but that will allow us to 
start working on wells that are 
burning,” he said. 

The Kuwaiti government said 
on Thursday that an Iranian de- 
legation had met Kuwait's oil 
minister to discuss a role in fight- 
ing the oil fires. 

“The minister of oil. Dr. 
Rashid Salem A1 Ameeri, recent- 
ly received a high-ranking delega- 
tion from the Republic of Iran." 
said a statement broadcast on 
Kuwait radio. 

“They discussed the possibili- 
ties of coordinating (assistance 
to) fighting the burning wells." it 
said. 

The minister also received de- 
legations from China and Britain, 
the statement said. It gave no 
further details. 

Mr. Flak told reporters many 
people were seeking fire-fighting 
contracts, including Iranians, 
Romanians. Russians and 
Chinese. 

He was not aware that any had 
yet been awarded contracts. 

Mr. Flak said that before the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait it was 
possible to get equipment needed 
for an emergency from Saudi 
Arabia into Kuwait in 24 hours. 

“You can’t do that any more. It 


takes seven to 10 days to do it,” 
he said, adding that was the time 
needed to prepare the paperwork 
and to get the equipment through 
customs. 

Two convoys of heavy equip- 
ment. such as bulldozers and 
cranes, were held up at the Saudi 
border Thursday, he said. One 
had been there four days and the 
other five. 

Western diplomats have also 
spoken of long delays at the Saudi 
border. One said recently that a 
52-vehicle convoy for tbe oil 
fields had passed through at the 
rate of eight to 10 vehicles a day. 

Mr. Flak said there was very 
little heavy equipment in Kuwait. 
Most had been destroyed. 

About 200 fire-fighters and 
support staff had arrived in 
Kuwait and the total number of 
reconstruction workers was ex- 
pected to grow to 3.000. he said. 

The Kuwaiti government state- 
ment said Kuwait would give 
priority to capping wells creating 
huge lakes of oil on land. 

“Efforts are under way to con- 
tain the pools of oil by directing 
oil through trenches into a basin. 
From the basin, the oil will be 
pumped into containers (and) will 
be used again.” it said. 


By Diana Abdallah. • 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — From the air Beirut 
still looks like its wartime self — 
rundown buildings and bomb- 
pocked roads clogged with chao- 
tic traffic and armed men at 
checkpoints. 

But up close ft is dear the city, 
divided and wrecked by 16 years 
of civil war, has changed a lot in 
recent months. 

Workers are busy repairing 
homes and shops and building 
new ones. The gunmen have been 
replaced by proper soldiere. 

The wild driving will probably 
never change but now traffic 
police in smart grey uniforms and 
new white gloves are trying to 
restore some order on the streets 
of Beirut. 

The tough-looking men who 
ruled their neighbourhoods and 
defended them for years with 
their militia weapons have retre- 
ated. Some can now be seen, 
selling cigarettes at the roadside. 

At taxi-driver pointed to two 
men behind a table filled with 
cartons of cigarettes. “They were 
the thugs of my street who terro- 
rised everybody for years." he 


said with obvious contempt. 

Many Beirut residents seem to 
be in a daze, not quite sure that 
the terrors of civil war are over — 
at least for now. 

They find pride in referring to 
their capital as “greater Beirut" 
— instead of the west and east 
which had been divided since 
April 13. 1975, when the war 
began. 

On the orders of the govern- 
ment, thousands of regular troops 
were deployed across Beirut last 
December to reunite a city free of 
militias for the first time in the 
civil war. 

Bulldozers cleared barricades 
and thousands of mines, and 
roads on the green line battle 
zone running through the heart of 
the city were opened to the public 
for the first time in many years. 

Scores of abandoned neigh- 
bourhoods on the 12-kilometres 
frontline look as if they Have been 
struck by earthquakes. 

Every apartment block, house 
• and shop is wrecked and bullet- 
riddled. Sandbagged bunkers re- 
main, as well as painted graffiti 
and tattered posters showing 
which groups held each area as 
the war ebbed and flowed. 


Wild trees have grown up amid 
tbe debris. Some apartment 
buildings still have faded canvas 
sun awnings rolled out over bal- 
conies, abandoned by families 
with no time even to dose their 
front doors in the chaos of street 
battles. 

Many Lebanese rejoice that 
they can now drive anywhere 
without being stopped by militia- 
men quizzing them about their 
sect or political sympathies. 

“I don't even know where I 
am. I don’t remember what these 
areas looked like before the 
war," said 30-year-old Hala 
Hamade on a tour of the ruins 
with a group of friends. 

At weekends, many older 
Lebanese take their children and 
cameras to the devastated down- 
town area to recapture memor- 
ies of where they lived and work- 
ed before the war. 

Some poor families quickly 
moved back to their old homes', 
patching up broken windows with 
plastic bags and putting out flow- 
ers on window sills, but lacking 
water and sewerage. 

Children in tom and dirty 
clothes play in the rubble. 
Lebanese soldiers warn people 


away from narrow alleys because 
many of the mines and booby- 
traps have yet to be defused. 

Away from the ruined down- 
town, sparkling neon lights shine 
at night from restaurants and 
nightclubs whose owners say 
business was never so good. 
Lebanese are once again flocking 
to the cinema instead of watching 
poor quality videotapes. 

But some of the problems of 
war remain. 

The telephone service is getting 
better, but Beirut has only six 
hours of electricity in every 24. 
The sound of private power 
generators sends a deafening roar 
across the city. Water trickles 
from taps only two hours every 
three days. 

Piles of rotten garbage litter 
the streets, feeding hordes of 
cats, dogs and rats. 

The only violent crackdown 
these days is against rabid dogs. 

Police with hunting rifles shoot 
dead hundreds of stray dogs in 
the streets of Beirut each night. 

Dining the war dogs lived and 
bred in the green line ruins. Now 
bulldozers and troops have driven 
them out into populated districts. 


also went around the streets of 
Jerusalem chanting and beating 
drums. 

“Many onlookers were, 
apparently amused at the sight,” “ 
Ms. Kelly recalled. “But many 
alert understood that it was a 
message of peace.” 

At one point, though. 
Terasawa, the senior-most of the 
monks, was “briefly detained” by 
Israeli security forces, Ms. Kelly 
added. 

Although, in the final analysis, 
the Israeli authorities appeared to 
have achieved their objective of 
keeping limelight away from the 
peace march — as was evident in 
the almost negligible coverage 
the event got in the international 
press — the peace activists are 
now in Amman with a better 
insight into how Palestinian life is 
like in the occupied territories 
after visiting villages and meeting 
with people there. 

“We are aware that the treat- 
ment that the Israeli army gave us 
was only minimal compared with 
the restrictions imposed on the 
Palestinian people,” Ms. Kelly 
said. 

‘‘We will now try to focus as 
much international attention as 
possible on foe Israeli measures 
against tbe Palestinians and 
emphasise the need to protect foe 
people living in the occupied ter- 
ritories,” Ms. Kelly pledged. 

“The arbitrary actions of foe 
Israeli authorities have gone too 
far for the international commun- 
ity to keep silent anymore. It is 
time everyone spoke out and 
sought to do something about it.” 


Aspin 

(Continued from page 1) 

of U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and the ex- 
change of land for peace. 

Mr. Lawzi told Mr. Aspin that 
foe Arab and Islamic countries 
were awaiting moves to solve foe 
Middle East issues. 

Mr. Aspin also held a meeting 
with Lower House Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat with whom 
he reviewed developments in foe 
Palestine problem. 

With reference to the Gulf, 
Mr. Arabiyat called on tbe world 
community to h$Ip Iraq begin 
reconstruction and to secure food 
supplies for its people. He said 
foe new world order should not 
be made to usher in a new colo- 
nial era to the region. 

Baker 

(Continued from page 1) 

the prospects -for movement to- 
wards peace have been enhanced 
by the success of the U.S.-led 
allied coalition in the Gulf war. 
At tbe same time, he has acknow- 
ledged that foe window of oppor- 
tunity opened by the Gulf situa- 
tion probably will be of only 
limited duration. 
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PRAYER TIMES 

0*55 Fajr 

Oft. 14 t Sunrise) Du/ia 

II*JS Dhuhr 

15;tt ‘Am 

18:02 Maghreb 

19:21 ‘ISha 

CHURCHES 

Si. Mar} Of Nazareth Chuth Sroflch. 
Tel. 81074(1 

Assemblies of God Chaith, Td. 

432785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church oT the AmmariaHoa Tel. 

637440 

Dt b Sidle Chord) Tel. 661757 
Tcmsaata Chord) Tel: 622366 
Chords of (he Anmmdatioa Tel. 

Anglican Chord) Tel. D2S3S3. Td. 


628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
77S261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

68S326. 

E wuf t fa l Lutheran Chords Td: 
811295- 

Tbe Chords of Jens Christ of L oiter - 
Day Saints Td. 815817. 654932 

WEATHER 

Bulletin applied by Ok Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly doudy and relatively 
cold with possible scattered showers. 
Winds will be northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly doudy wslh 
northerly moderate winds and calm 


Mbs /max. temp. 

Amman 7/16 

Aqaba 16/27 

Deserts 8/ 19 

Jordan Valiev f 15/25 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 16. Aqaba 27. Humidity readings: 
Amman 39 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. lssam Hawassdch 624830 

Dr. Mohammad A1 Sawwa 732056 

Dr. Munihcr Al Ouratni 776258 


Dr. Khaldoun Kloub 826919 

Firas pharmacy 66 1 9 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salans pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .....644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

ranro - 

Dr. Mohammad Khalil ( — 1 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy' (275825) 

zahqa. 

Dr. Khantts Al JaTrari (— ) 

Khahich pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvfl Defence Department 661111 


Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Cavil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 II 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complain Is .. 661176 

Water and Sewerag e 

Complaints 877467 

Anwnan Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Juntos Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ night Information 08-53200 

Queen AKa Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khali* Maternity. J. Aflin ... 644281/6 
AWt Maternity, j. Ann.... 642441/2 

JabaL Amman Maternity 642362 

Mamas. J. Amman 636140 

Patea^Shmcbani 664171/4 

Sbmcisam Hospital 669131 

* Ho8 P« a I 845845 

AJ-Miashcr Hospital 667227/9 

AWa I* 666127/37 

AUAhh. Abdali 664164/6 


1 rah an. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ-Basbir. J. Ashrafich 77511 1/26 

^"“y-Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 60224050 

mSST *- 1 674155 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
jbnSma Hospital (09)986732 

Wnc^BKma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
jbh^Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03131411] 

market prices 

Uppoflowcr price in Qs per kx. 

^PP 16 TOO 

Sanaa* 500/450 

Banana (Makanunar) 450 / 400 


Bran* „ 680 / 600 

Cabbage 140/lX 

Qa"? 1 180/ 120 

C" difl ? w CT 140/100 

Cucumber* (large) 250 / 200 

Cucumbers (small) 420 / 360 

j? 3 *® 1000 / 900 

“KPlani 260 / 200 

Carbc «■-. 520/400 

Grapefruit 25 (y 200 

{■ cmon 300 / 250 

l^ua(pcronc) 150/100 

Marrow (large) 250/200 

Manow(sman) 480/400 

Onion (dry) 300/250 

X^lBrccn) 170/100 

° ran * c ;; 280 / 200 

™PP cr C* w eeO 240/180 

340/190 

“ adlSh 200/150 

400 / 300 

fP™* 120/ SO 

Tomatoes 400/320 



King attends Friday prayers 


AMMAN (Perra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein attended Friday 
prayers at Aishah Um A1 Moumi- 
nin Mosque in Amman and lis- 
tened to a sermon delivered by 
General Mufti Izzeddine A1 Kha- 
tib AI Tamimi on the virtues and 
advantages of fasting. 

Also attending the prayers 
were Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah, Prince Faisal 


and Prince Hamzah and Prince 
Talal Ben Mohammad, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben 
Zeid and Prince Ali Ben Nayef. 
Also joining worshippers were 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, the speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Par- 
liament, the Awqaf and Islamic 
affairs minister, the cheif Islamic 
justice and government officials. 


Masri: King’s visit to 
Europe on eve of EC 
summit important 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein's visits to France 
and Germany in the past week 
were very important since they 
were the first after the Gulf war 
and come on the eve of a summit 
meeting by the European Econo- 
mic Community leaders who plan 
to discuss the Middle East ques- 
tion among other issues, accord- 
ing to Foreign Minister Taher AJ 
Masri. 

“The European summit, due to 
be held on Monday, will discuss 
the Middle East question, a topic 
which was fully reviewed with the 
leaders of France and Germany 
during the visit, and will also give 
attention to th situation in the 
Gulf in the wake of the Gulf 
war,” the minister said in a state- 
ment to Jordan Television. 

‘The King put forth Jordan's 
views and political stands vis-a-vis 
the Middle East issue and the 
Palestine problem, and it is 
hoped that the Europeans will 
appreciate this position at their 
coming summit.” the minister 
said. 

“The visit was part of Jordan's 
diplomatic efforts which aim at 
bringing about a just and durable 
peace to the region based on 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions,” he added. 

“Jordan's political and geog- 
raphic position requires from it to 
be mobile, to move all the time, 
especially in Europe, which has 
direct influence on the Middle 
East and enjoys strong Ties with 
the United Srates.” Mr. Masri 


pointed out. 

The foreign minister described 
his own tour of the Maghreb 
Union countries earlier as suc- 
cessful 

“It had to make the tour of 
these countries which maintain 
good ties with Jordan and hold 
similar views on various issues 
related to the Middle East region 
and the Gulf crisis,” the minister 
said. 

He said that there was no 
alternative to returning to joint 
Arab action if the Arabs wished 
to have a lasting solution to the 
Palestine problem. 

“We hear nowadays that there 
are plans and ideas about solu- 
tions and therefore we have no 
choice but to restore concerted 
action among Arab countries to 
deal with the coming stage,” he 
said. 

Referring to the Arab League 
Council meeting in Cairo, the 
minister said that it resulted in no 
concrete result though it was a 
good chance for discussions 
among the Arab countries about 
joint action. 

Mr. Masri expressed hope that 
relations among Arab states 
would improve in the coming 
weeks. 

With reference to a visit to the 
United States by the King's Poli- 
tical Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh, 
Mr. Masri said that it was aimed 
at following up earlier negotia- 
tions and consultations, but was 
not aimed at achieving specific 
results. 


ICRC appeals for 
more aid to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman 
office of the Internatlonal'Com- 
m i tree of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Friday issued an appeal for more 
donations and contributions to 
alleviate the sufferings of the 
Iraqi people. 

An ICRC statement said that 
Che aid already provided was not 
sufficient to cope with the actual 
needs, and it was hoped that- 
various countries and organisa- 
tions would act rapidly. 

“In addition to the food crisis. 
ICRC's country-wide surveys re- 
veal a high incidence of child 
diarrhoea which can cause death 
within a few hours." said the state- 
ment. “Morbidity and mortality 
rates are seen to be much higher 
than ever before, and the race 
against time is speeded up to 
prevent further deterioration of 
this situation.” the statement 
added. 

The statement said that the 


summer heat.as was feared, was 
now aggravating the health prob- 
lems brought about by unclean 
water, and - ICRC's ongoing sur- 
veys show that more cities are 
without safe and or sufficient 
drinking water supplies and poor 
sanitation conditions. 

Nevertheless, the statement 
said, the ICRC is mobilising more 
resources to deal with the situa- 
tion. 

The statement said that ICRC 
convoy number 10 would be leav- 
ing Amman Saturday carrying 
further amounts of food supplies 
and medicines. 

In Iraq, the statement said, 
distribution of water produced by 
three mobile purification systems 
is continuing in hospitals and will 
be extended to other social in- 
stitutions. In the suburbs, ten 
water tankers are supplying six 
70.000 litre tanks and water is 
then distributed to the population. 


Ramadan fair 
proves successful 


By Maha Addasi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The fair centre near 
L the University of Jordan last Sun- 
day started displaying various 
Jordanian-made goods at its 
annual Ramadan fair. 

Several Jordanian companies 
specialising in food, confection- 
ery and Ramadan sweets, choco- 
lates and Easter candles, clothes 
and wool, shoes and nylon stock- 
ings. toys, shampoos and deter- 
gents as well as carpets have their 
products on display. 

To the observant eye. the daily 
turn-out of people at the centre 
proves that the fair is a great 
success. “A minimum of 15,000 
people come to the fair each 
week day.” Amgad Abed A I 
Hadi, owner and general mana- 
ger of the fair centre said. 
l “Many, many more show up at 
weekends.” This is a significant 
increase from the 12.000 people 
who used to visit previous fairs, 
per week day. 

All the participants are pleased 
with the fair because of the 
marketing opportunities it gives 
them. “The location of this fair 
centre makes it accessible to most 
people,” Khalid Kawasmi. a par- 
ticipant at the fair said. “We are 
gaining many new customers and 
also selling a great deal of our 
products here.” 

Saeed Toware, another partici- 
'n pant at the fair specialising in 
clothing, said that this fair gives 
his company the opportunity to 
make a good impression on peo- 
ple. “This is our chance to show 


potential customers that we have 
good quality products,” Mr. To- 
ware said. “So we bring out all 
the best season's clothes that 
have not even been displayed in 
our stores." 

Some customers are also 
pleased with the idea of holding a 
fair specialising in displaying 
Ramadan related items. “Now 
we could buy everything related 
to Ramadan at one time from one 
place." Fatima Mohammad said. 
“I even bought clothes, here, for 
my young children for Eid.” 

Prices of the products display- 
ed have been reduced for die fair, 
with discounts ranging from 10 
per cent to 30 per cent and more. 

“I bought this shirt for five and 
a half dinars from the fair." 
Hamed Hussein said. "This 
shirt.” he added pointing to the 
shirt he is wearing, “is from the 
same make and I paid eight di- 
nars for it.” 

Abed Al Hadi said that the fair 
centre specialised in displaying 
Jordanian products with the pur- 
pose of increasing people's 
awareness to these products. 

"After the Gulf crisis many 
markets have been closed to 
Jordanian products. Abed Al 
Hadi said. “This is why we must 
support all nationally made pro- 
ducts even more than before.” 

The fair, which is open daily 
from noon till 4 p.m. and from 7 
p.m. till 1 a.m. will be open until 
April 14. 

On May 23 another all- 
Jordanian exhibition will put on 
display Jordanian designed clo- 
thing. 
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Muslim Brotherhood Spritnal leader Mohammad Abdetrahman Khalifeh Friday addresses a rally at 
Mahatta (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Speakers condemn Israel and U.S. policies in the area 


15,000 attend Brotherhood rally 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

MAHATTA — Nearly 15,000 
people, mostly supporters of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement, crowded the foot- 
ball field in this old suburb of 
Amm an to mark the occasion 
of Fateh Mecca Day (the 
anniversary of Prophet 
Mohammad reentering the 
Holy Gty after being driven 
out to the town of Medina 
earlier on) and to condemn 
Israeli and U.S. policies in the 
Middle East. 

Banners and speeches by the 
spiritual leader of the move- 
ment and Brotherhood de- 
puties urged the people to 
speak against the presence of 
troops belonging to the U.S.- 
led coalition on Iraqi territor- 
ies and to reject peaceful prop- 
osals to end the Palestine prob- 
lem. The speakers also conde- 
mned a U.N. resolution setting 
tough terms for a formal Gulf 
war ceasefire and urged Iraq 
not to accept it. 

Banners denounced U.S. in- 
volvement in the region and 
condemned the U.N. “double 
standard" in dealing with the 
region's problems. “No to 
America, no to the state of the 
Jews on the land of Palestine, 
no to the surrender peace plans 
and no to the proposals of 
fU.S. President George) 
Bush/’ urged Sheikh Hum am 
Sa’id. a Lower House deputy. 

“This meeting is to (prove 
wrong) people and Americans 
who thought they could bury 
the will of the people after they 
were able to manipulate Arab 
leaders,” Sheikh Sa’id told the 
crowds who chanted God is 
Greater (Allah Akbar). Sheikh 
Sa'id did not name any of the 
Arab leaders whom he attack- 
ed in his speech. 


Observers and analysts had 
earlier said that the rally was 
particularly aimed at reassert- 
ing the movement's popularity 
among the masses and testing 
their strength in the aftermath 
of the Gulf war and the 
Brotherhood's joining the gov- 
ernment last January. 

The organisers, officials of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, had 
said they expected some 50,000 
people to attend, roughly half 
of the turnout at a massive 
rally held at the peak of the 
Gulf crisis last October. 

The analysts and observers 
had contended that the 
Brotherhood, and the Islamic 
trend generally, bad lost 
ground among traditional sup- 
porters following Iraq's milit- 
ary defeat in the Gulf war. 

But spokesman for the 
Brotherhood parliamentary 
bloc. Deputy Ahmad Qteish 
Al Azaideh, told the crowds 
that the rally was held, “to 
prove that campaigns under- 
mining the movement's popu- 
larity are false.” 

“We do not want popularity 
for people but a popularity for 
the ideology of Islam,” Mr. 
Azaideh said in his speech. 

Participants in Friday’s rally 
came from many parts of the 
Kingdom, as buses which 
hauled them to the make-shift 
stadium indicated the names of 
various societies based in 
towns and cities outside Am- 
man. 

On the highway leading to 
the meeting place small mar- 
ches of 100-200 people carrying 
the slogans of the rally were 
chanting anti-U.S. songs. 

“No to land for peace solu- 
tion... it is like apostasy for 
Islam,” said one of many ban- 
ners hoisted by the marchers 
and the crowds which filled 
about three quarters of the 


field's area. Most banners car- 
ried the emblem of the 
Brotherhood. 

“Our meeting is a curse on 
those who thought they have 
buried the will of the people 
for years to come,” Sheikh 
Sa'id told the crowd who were 
segregated by sex. The 
females' clad in black and 
white dresses and scarves filed 
into the field, after the men 
were seated, holding the hands 
of their children. 

Mr. Abdul Ruhman Khalifa, 
spiritual leader of the Brother- 
hood, lashed out at the United 
Nations and said that it has lost 
its credibility and respect when 
it misapplied international law. 

“The U.N. has been dragged 
to precipice. It will only regain 
its power and respect when 
human rights light the path of 
the U.N. again,” Mr. Khalifa 
said in his speech. 

In large advertisement car- 
ried by tiie Arabic dailies dur- 
ing the past-week, the Brother- 
hood highlighted three slogans 
for the rally: “No' to the eli- 
mination of the Palestinian 
cause/’ “No’ to American- 
Atl antic presence on Iraqi and 
Gulf soil” and “No* to the 
degrading American condi- 
tions on Iraq.” 

“The Brotherhood con- 
demns the U.N. conditions in- 
cluded in the Resolution (687) 
(on Iraq) because there is 
humiliation and surrender in 
every word of it, betrayal in 
every line/' said Sheikh Sa'id. 
who is also a mosque preacher. 

“We urge Iraq to reject 
these American terms... reject 
them and we are with you,” be 
said. 

Chants of “Allah Akbar... it 
is better to die than to live in 
humiliation’’ interrupted 
Sheikh Sa'id and other 
speeches. 


Needy groups to be provided 
funds for small-size projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The newly 
founded Development and Em- 
ployment Fund (DEF) has 
granted needy individuals and 
societies JD 200,000 in loans to 
help them start small or medium- 
size businesses that can give em- 
ployment to job-seekers and in- 
crease production. 

The announcement was made 
by the fund's Director General 
Abdul Ilah Abu Ayyash. who 
said that the loans were being 
provided for the needy groups 
through societies helping the 
poor earn their own living. 

The fund, established by a gov- 
ernment decision during the Gulf 
crisis to help find employment for 
job-seekers and open the way for 
needy groups to earn a living, is 
being managed by the Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB), said 
Abu Ayyash in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. Fri- 
day. 

Abu Ayyash said that the fund 
aimed at offering help to poor 
families whose total monthly in- 
come does not exceed JD 120 and 
who number seven people on 
average. 

He said that priority in granting 
loans for projects goes to those 
families living in “abject poverty 
or under the poverty line because 
they are the mosr needy people.” 

“Also priority is given to heads 
of families who are currently un- 
employed and who have acquired 
vocational training or special 
trades, those who own small-size 
projects, and are in need of help, 
and those who are working for 
others in a productive scheme 
and wish to start similar schemes 
on their own/’ Abu Ayyash 
added. 


The fund offers loans to small 
productive projects in the fields 
of agriculture, processing agri- 
cultural products, handicrafts and 
productive services,” Abu 
Ayyash said. 

With regard to the terms re- 
quired for individuals to obtain 
the fund's loans. Abu Ayyash 
said that individuals could get 
loans through accredited societies 
and can receive up to JD 2.000, 
provided that the total capital of 
the project does not exceed JD 
2,500. 

Abu Ayyash said that indi- 
viduals could get loans ranging 
between JD 2,000 and JD 4,000, 
directly from the fund, for pro- 
jects not exceeding JD 5,000 in 
total capital. 

He said that all those wishing 
to obtain loans from the DEF 
should first present applications 
for agricultural, handicraft and 
productive services projects, and 
must undertake to pay back the 
loans over a seven-year period of 
time, with a grace period ranging 
between six months to two years. 
They also should settle the dues 
by monthly instalments and, in 
the case of failure, a one per cent 
annual interest is added to the 
loan. 

Abu Ayyash said that a poten- 
tial beneficiary could obtain a 
loan after presenting a guarantee, 
like evidence of real estate or 
through another party, to ensure 
that he pays back the loan. 

The fund studies the projects 
and later follows up various 
stages of its implementation while 
the accredited society, through 
which rhe loan has been granted, 
will submit reports to DEF on the 
progress of work. 


According to Abu Ayyash, the 
following societies can be 
approached to help the needy 
groups obtain such loans for pro- 
jects: The General Union of 

Voluntary Societies (GUVS), the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF), the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF). the Save the 
Children Fund, the Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation, the Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation and 
the special fund set up by the 
Industrial Development Bank 
(IDB). 


RJ resumes flights 

to Saudi Arabia today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Saudi Arabia 
has officially reopened its airs- 
pace to Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
flights, allowing its planes to land 
in Saudi Arabia and in the Gulf 
countries or to fly on to destina- 
tions in Southeast Asia and the 
Far East, according to an 
announcement by Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunica- 
tions Jamal Al Saraireh. 

The minister, who thanked the 
Saudi Arabian government for 
this move, said that it constituted a 
very significant step towards the 
restoration of strong ties between 
Amman and Riyadh to safeguard 
national interests. 

Mr. Saraireh said that the 
Saudi government officials had 
displayed constructive response to 
the ongoing efforts for reviving 
inter- Arab transport operations 
“in a manner that reflected the 
true brotherly spirit of the Saudi 
leadership.” 

He expressed hope that the 
move would further contribute 
towards safeguarding the in- 
terests of Saudi and Jordanian 


peoples and promoting transport 
operations among Arab countries 
in generals. 

The minister’s statement, late 
Thursday night, followed a for- 
mal announcement by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), the national air 
carrier, that it was resuming its 
flights to Jeddah and other des- 
tinations in Saudi Arabia. 

An RJ spokesman said that RJ 
planes would resume flights to 
Jeddah as of Saturday, but the 
airline would latei make formal 
announcements about its flights 
to Gulf states, the Indian subcon- 
tinent and the Far East, in 
accordance with the original sche- 
dule that had been in force before 
the Gulf crisis. 

In the meantime, RJ requested 
passengers to contact its offices 
directly to learn about the flights 
and for further information and 
reservation. 

In February. RJ announced 
that it was operating limited 
flights to Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates (U. A.E.). 

RJ flights were to the Gulf and 


the east suspended during the 
Gulf crisis and stopped altogether 
during the Gulf war, but flights to 
the west continued. 

Last month RJ announced that 
it had returned to Amman its 
fleet of aircraft which was tem- 
porarily based in Vienna during 
the Gulf war when flights from 
Amman were reduced to around 
two per day while insurance rates 
of JD 100 on regional flights and 
JD 167 on international flights 
were added to all ticket prices. 

RJ officials said that they were 
now involved in making arrange- 
ments for restoring previous nor- 
mal flights to the Gulf states and 
the east. 

Meanwhile, a ban on Jordanian 
truckers carrying produce and 
other goods into Saudi Arabia 
from Jordan remained in force. 

About 140.000 Jordanians used 
to work in Saudi Arabia before 
the Gulf crisis erupted in August 
last year, but many were reported 
to have returned to Jordan since 
the start of the crisis and the 
subsequent war. 


Princess Basma tours south 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, Chair- 
person of Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare -Fund’s (QAF) 
Board of Trustees Friday toured 
a number of villages in Wadi 
Araba region and met with tribal 
leaders who briefed her on the 
situation of people in Rahma, 
Rishah an Beir Madkour areas. 

Princess Basma was also 
briefed on the kind of urgent 
assistance needed by the region’s 
citizens to overcome health and 
nutritional problems. 

The Princess voiced apprecia- 
tion, to the officials in the region, 
for their efforts to provide base 
services to citizens. She called for 
intensifying national efforts to 
counter the challenges posed by 


the economic situation Jordan is 
going through. 

Princess Basma stressed the 
importance of providing basic 
services to people, particularly 
women and children who are the 
most vulnerable and the hardest 
hit by the difficulties local com- 
munities are grappling with. 

She emphasised the need for 
mobilising all national capacities 
and efforts, and redirecting them 
towards rectifying the difficult 
economic circumstances Jordan is 
passing through. 

Princess Basma supervised the 
distribution of 30 tonnes of food- 
stuff, donated by Jordanian 
citizens to needy people. This 
amount is the first following a 


campaign in a series aimed at 
raising contributions to help 
needy families on the occasion of 
Ramadan. 

Princess Basma was accompa- 
nied by Aqaba District Officer 
Quftan Al Majali and senior gov- 
ernment officials. 

Earlier Princess Basma visited 
Al Thaghr Centre for Special 
Education in Aqaba, and discus- 
sed with the administrative com- 
mittee scopes of cooperation be- 
tween the AI Thaghr Society and 
QAF. 

The Princess donated educa- 
tional games to the children 
attending the centre which 
accommodates 50 disabled chil- 
dren, aged 6-14 years. 


UNICEF worried about 
health situation in Iraq 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN. — UNICEF .officials 
Thursday warned that the situa- 
tion ia Iraq in thepost-wariera is 
deteriorating and appealed to the 
world community . for .urgent 
humanitarian aid to the war-torn 
country in preparation of what is 
seen by them as a very bleak 
future with a potential outbreak 
of epidemics. 

“Our focus during the trip (to 
Iraq) was to inspect water sup- 
plies, sanitation, and health con- 
ditions,” Raymond Naimy, UN- 
ICEF senior water engineer told 
the Jordan Times. “And all these 
are in miserable conditions, espe- 
cially in the south," he added. 

Mr. Naimy, who has worked 
closely for the past seven weeks 
with the Baghdad Water Author- 
ity, said the situation in the out- 
skirts of Baghdad was worse than 
that inside the capital. He ex- 
plained that the war against Iraq 
had rendered the country helpless 
in facing future problems. “The 
situation is urgent and serious,” 
he said. 

Another key member of UN- 
ICEFs Iraq emergency aid team, 
epidemiologist and regional child 
survival advisor. Dr. Al-Fateh Al 
Samani, warned of widespread 
epidemics, such as cholera, 
typhoid, and meningitis. He said 
that many children were dying 
from diarrhoea because of con- 
suming polluted water. 

"Diarrhoea has increased 
among children up to four 
times.” said Dr. Al Samani. He 
said that lack of medicine, drink- 
ing polluted water and lack of 
proper food have caused the rate 
of diarrhoea cases among chil- 
dren to rise. “It is a vicious circle: 
diarrhoea causes malnutrition. 


and malnutrition causes more 
cases of diarrhoea/’ he added. 

Dr. Al Samani also said that if 
the situation was not dealt 'with 
urgently, the spread of epidSfoics 
might effect the whole region, not 
only. Iraq. “One person; effected 
with' Cholera means that the 1 dis- 
ease will rapidly spread through 
contact,” Dr. Al Samani said. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) Friday 
said that children in Iraq were 
dying because of the shortage of 
drinking water. It also warned of 
widespread epidemics. 

According to an ICRC state- 
ment. “diarrhoea among children 
has dramatically increased, often 
resulting in death within a few 
hours .’’ 

Dr. Al Samani called for “ur- 
gent medical prepositioning, fast 
mobility of such action, and 
availability of transport/’ “This 
will prepare us and help us in 
trying to avoid the outbreak of 
epidemics.” Al Samani said. 

The two UNICEF experts said 
that the water and sanitation 
situation in Iraq was very serious. 
“In rural areas, where there are 
no generator, people are getting 
water from water drains, man- 
holes and trenches. The majority 
of children, especially in the 
south, is drinking unclean water. 
People are filling their buckets 
with running sewage because 
there is no other water source.” 
Mr. Naimy said. 

He also said that some people 
were drinking river water that is 
highly polluted. “This is a serious 
health hazard because Iraq's river 
water is endemic/' Mr. Naimy 
added. 

Mr. Naimy. who visited Basra. 
Kut, Ammara, Mosul. Missan, 
Waset, Najaf and Karbala, said 


that the water sanitation equip- 
ment in those areas was not oper- 
ational, “The situation was bad 
afeerihe war, and further deterio- 
rated with the start of the rebel- 
lion in the south/* he said. 

“Although the amount of pure 
clean treated water has increased 
to seventy per cent in Baghdad, 
this improvement of the water 
system should be witnessed 
throughout Iraq,” Mr. Naimy 
said. 

Unfortunately, Iraq is still in 
dire need of spare parts, chemic- 
als to purify water, and energy 
required to operate power plants. 
“Government officials are work- 
ing hard but nothing can be done 
when the basic elements are mis- 
sing/’ Mr. Naimy said. “Its all 
one circle, when you don’t have 
fuel you can't operate generators, 
and without the generators you 
cannot pump water. It is all link- 
ed together and it needs urgent 
action in all of them,” he added. 

Another danger looming for 
the people of Iraq, especially 
children, is malnutrition. “Chil- 
'dren have not gained weight in 
the past three to four months/’ 
Dr. Al Samani said. “I can say we 
are on the brink of witnessing 
malnutrition/’ he added. 

“Children’s weights are not in- 
creasing. It is either the same 
weight or less with growth, and 
this is dangerous." Mr. Naimy 
said. 

“Malnutrition in children can 
also affect their mental growth,” 
Dr. Al Samani said, warning that 
if international support is not 
given immediately the situation 
might deteriorate. “Iraq needs 
support right now not only with 
medicine, but also food, especial- 
ly for children,” Dr. Al Samani 
added. 


k AL-UM STORES 

PL UM For maternity & kids wears 

As of Monday April 8, 1991 our stores will have 
moved: 

From Al Buvj Building to 
Iordan insurance Co. Building 

Jabal Amman 

On the occasion, we announce our 

BIG SALE 

on ali maternity and children's clothes until Eid Al Fitr 
feast at our stores in Al Burj Building 




Sunday 7-4-91 W 



SEAFOOD 
MEAT -POULTRY 
BIG VARIETY 
JORDANIAN DISHES 
PASTAS 

EXOTIC DESSERT 

DECORATION - GIFTS 

bunnies -chicks 
easts? eggs 

For Re— rwtloii pto—e ceil 
*93100 Ext 113 


l 






JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 1991 



Jordan Times 


V Vw >u c 


V-o vt «■*»■■» t— jii t> ue. 

Chairman of the Board of Directors; 

MAHMOUD AL RAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Edhor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices; 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 66717176, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 

Facsimile: 661242 

Tfie Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Time to end slumber 

MANY Jordanian expatriates who spent most of their 
lives in the Gulf are preparing to move elsewhere. Some 
because of the new atmosphere of hostility towards them 
brought about by the Gulr war, and some because they 
feel their children deserve a better place for their future 
We would have expected that the majority of these people 
would come back to Jordan, but that is apparently not 
the case. While many Jordanians will certainly retain, 
those with financial assets or skills are being lured to far. 
away places like Australia and Canada. Lacking in 
population but abundant in resources those two coun- 
tries, among others, are offering refuge or citizenship to 
people with capital or those with management and 
technical skills. A good number of Jordanian expatriates 
falls in this category. After 20 or 30 years in the Gulf, 
many would have built up savings that enable them to 
have a good start in new places. They have educated their 
children at top universities and colleges in Europe and 
North America; some in Eastern Europe. Those dulled 
young people are probably more than welcome in Canada 
and Australia and other countries. They will provide 
their parents with the passport to migrate as well. But 
why should those people shun their own country? 
Because, according to some of them, the benefits out- 
weigh the nostalgia and the belonging. If they could live 
like aliens for most of their lives in a ‘‘brotherly” society, 
they could certainly live as well in other advanced and 
democratic societies. Besides, they content, Jordan is 
neither an ideal place for investment nor is it that capable 
of providing their children with the jobs, opportunities 
and life that are attainable in developed countries. They 
point at Jordanian bureaucracy as one main impediment 
to their future plans here. “It complicates your life,” 
more than one of them told this newspaper recently. And 
it is unfortunately true. Jordan has realised this fact for 
sometime now. Right at the beginning of the 1980s, for 
instance, a royal commission was set up to reform public 
service. But that commission seems to have fallen short of 
performing its task. Furthermore, parliament, on which 
people had pinned much hope, has failed to put any 
pressure on the government to upgrade and modernise its 
public services. Instead deputies wanted, even desired, to 
burden the system with more civil servants and 
bureaucracy. 

It is still not too late to change the picture, provided 
work on improvements start earnestly and promptly. 
Thousands of our people, with sizeable savings, and 
thousands of skilled and trained people could be lost for 
the first world, a world we accuse of being ironically one 
of the main sources for our underdevelopment. We can 
only wonder whether the time is not ripe to end our 
slumber and start thinking seriously about our own 
problems and our children's future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RA‘l Arabic daily Friday accused the U.N. Security Council 
of persecuting Iraq in violation of the articles of the United 
Nations charter by imposing on it impossible measures and 
for cine it to demarcate its border with Kuwait and other 
countries. The paper said that the Security Council at the same 
lime is rewarding Israel for its occupation of Arab lands in 
Palestine by condoning its actions and allowing it to retain its mass 
destruction weapons with which it can destroy Arab countries as 
has been proved in the past four decades. The paper said that the 
Security Council, which is imposing on Iraq very humiliating 
conditions so that the ceasefire can become official, is demanding 
that Iraq dispose of all its mass destruction weapons which 
Baghdad never used, so that it can become defenceless and 
exposed to its enemies attacks at any rime. The Security Council is 
taking unprecedented steps in violation of all principles and 
international laws and enabling the aggressors to consolidate their 
hold over Arab destiny, said the paper. It said that the world 
community is indeed facing a very grim future, given the present 
behaviouiofthc superpowers which are imposing their hegemony 
on the smaller nations: and is bound to witness further acts of 
violence and more wars in the years to come. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab daily criticises those responsible for 
(he current wave of soaring prices during the month of Ramadan 
and urges parliament deputies to stop making speeches or 
addressing press conferences, and to get down to discussing 
problems with direct impact on people's lives. Salameh Ekour 
notes that the masses of people have been complaining over the 
sudden rise in prices of fruits, vegetables and other commodities 
during Ramadan while the concerned authorities are doing 
nothing and parliament members are busying themselves with 
iccturcs, speeches and seminars or public rallies. It has been 
established as a fact more than 40 per cent of the population lives 
under the poverty line but parliament members who had pledged 
in their election campaigns to serve the people's interests are 
keeping silent about this phenomenon- and about the onslaught of 
merchants and commissioners who are making people's lives even 
more miserable, the writer notes. Now that parliament members 
are living in comfort, they are ignoring the basic needs of the 
people who elected them to parliament, and are not going down 
to the shops and the markets to see for themselves the injustice,- 
or caring to raise the matter with the concerned authorities, says 
Ekour. The writer calls on members of the public to refrain from 
attending parliament members' lectures and seminars, and to stop 
taking part in rallies and demonstrations that raise national 
slogans, so that parliament members can have time to deal with 
more pressing problems of direct impact on their lives. 


Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


View from Amman 


The order is there, the question is how to respond 


THE world that emerged from the ashes of the Second World 
War had a number of characteristics that distinguished it from any 
other era in human history. In trying to identify its major features 
we are hoping to throw some light on what is taking place in our 
lives now, as well as attempting to take a look into the future. It is 
because we rarely plan for ourselves that the future seems to 
constantly surprise, even startle us. It is in order to survive that we 
must stop fighting the battles of yesterday and begin to under- 
stand our present as we anticipate the future. 

The period between 1945 and 1989 is not only a very short one 
in historical terms but a very unique one as well. Until Soviet 
President Michael Gorbachev met with U.S. President George 
Bush in Helsinki at the end of 1989, the period's major 
characteristic was its recognisable dominance by the two super- 
powers: The Soviet Union and the United States. These two 
powers, each leading a bloc of nations, and each forming its own 
military alliance, constituted the major weight in international 
politics around which lesser satellites revolved. The military arm 
of the Western bloc, termed the “free world" was the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, NATO; while the military arm of 
the “East" was the Warsaw Pact alliance. Towards the end of the 
period, in 1990, and in a step unparalleled in history, one of the 
two military structures, the Warsaw Pact alliance, dissolved itself 
leaving the' world, perhaps for the first time in recorded history, 
with only one superpower on the international level. This step was 
the more unusuk in that the Soviet Union did not seem to gain 
any ostensible advantage from it. 

But, for a period of forty-five years, a spirit of adversity and 
intense competition dominated international politics. President 
Nikita Khrushchev in the middle of the sixties vowed that within 


two decades the Soviet Union would “bury” the United States 
and the competition. The United States, on the other hand 
villified the Communist system as inhuman and tyrannical with 
one U.S. president, Mr. Ronald Reagan, calling it the kingdom of 
“evil." 

Without a military confrontation between the two superpowers, 
one withdrew from the scene: certainly not defeated on the 
.battlefield but just as certainly losing the competition to the other 
side. The event is of momentous historical significance not only 
for the two previously belligerent nations but for the rest of 
h umani ty as well. It raises several questions that seem thus far to 
have no answers. Does this mean that the unipolar world now 
dominated by the United States is here lo stay and forever? 

In posing this question we should remember that one of the 
most important features of the twentieth century is the introduc- 
tion of the idea and practice of planning in the business of 
government. Planning not only domestically but beyond one’s 
frontiers as well. Previously, nations were born, flourished and 
then withered away in a cyclical fashion. This cyclicality, 
recognised by the great Arab intellectual Ibn Khaldun; its 
philosophic implications explicated in his volume A1 Muqadamah. 
the Introduction, was later picked up and elaborated upon by the 
German philosopher Hegel and then by Karl Marx. It is ironic 
that in Marx historical dialectic there is a prediction for the 
“withering away” of the state and that it was the Marxist state in 
the Soviet Union that was first to wither away. More ironic is that 
an American intellectual of Japanese descent, Francis Fukuyama, 
was later to elaborate a theory for what he calls: “The End of 
history.” 


Neither Ibn Khaldun, Hegel nor Marx foretold the effects of 
planning on the lives of states. With planning it would seem that - 
nations charge and control of their history and thus need not 
“wither away” or be relegated to oblivion. The notion of state 
p lannin g, also ironically, an introduction of Marxism, was picked 
up and indeed perfected by the West and others. 

The United States, by its own literature, political and other- 
wise, is an empire builder: an empire that expanded from the 
original thirteen colonies on the east coast of North America to 
engulf the entire continental United States into one nation. From 
there, it expanded further west to include the islands of Hawaii 
and north to include Alaska. It's influence on the Americas, north 
to include Canada and south to include all of the. continent of 
Latin America, is not only great but direct too. Right from the 
beginning the United States viewed itself as a nation destined to 
lead; and though its leadership was hesitant in the nineteenth 
century, from its Barbary Wars of 1812 on, it was definite with an 
ever expanding notion as to where its frontiers of security lie. The 
eighteen twenties Monroe Doctrine expanded later in the last 
century to the belief in America's Manifest Destiny, which though 
a vague notion, carried wi thin it the idea of a special international 
role for the young nation. 

It is from this vantage point that today's American notion of a 
new world order should be viewed. The eminent French 
intellectual Flexis De Toqueville wrote of the special role and 
future of the United States in 1931; a prediction based on the 
American popular understanding of their special mission in the 
world. And though we may argue with this understanding, it has 
become, and especially in the wake of the collapse of any other 
alternative, a reality with which we must deal. 


Report 
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population from the commercial 
and cultural centre of Palestinian 
life. This also restricts travel be- 
tween the north and south of the 
West Bank, and between the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Furthermore, all Palestinians 
working inside Israel must obtain 
a special pass. Both work permits 
and travel passes, however, are 
granted for limited time periods, 
usually only a few weeks, and 
only for specific purposes. They 
are also extremely difficult to 
obtain. Even then, valid passes 
are no guarantee of free passage. 
Everyday hundreds of Palesti- 
nians are turned back at check- 
points for no apparent reason. 

The rhythm of Hfe in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is now 
severely disrupted by this pass 
system. Rather than operating 
according to clearly specified reg- 
ulations. the system is based on a 
completely arbitrary devolution 
of power. It is administered by 
individual soldiers staffing 
nemerous checkpoints located 
throughout the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Soldiers decide on a day-by- 
day and case-by-case basis which 
Palestinians will or will not be 
allowed to pass through the 
roadblocks. Junior-ranking sol- 
diers have the authority to pre- 
vent even doctors and patients 
from reaching hospitals either to 
carry out their duties or to receive 
treatment. 

The damage to Palestinian soc- 
iety as a result of the curfew and 
newly-instituted pass system is 
staggering. The following is a 
breakdown of the damage by 
sector: 

Economic sector 

The West Bank and Gaza Strip 
are experiencing their most se- 
rious economic recession since 
1968. Total curfew-related losses 
are estimated at $289 million and 
represent nearly 17 per cent of 
the occupied territories GNP 
(Gross National Product). 

Unemployment has soared to 
an unprecedented 50 per cent of 
the entire Palestinian working 
population. Over 150,000 work- 
ers and their families are current- 
ly without any means of support. 
The level of destitution is 
approaching crisis proportions. 
Approximately 12 per cent of the 
families in several West Bank 
villages are below subsistence 
levels. This represents a doubling 
of the figure reported just three 
weeks ago. 

The Israeli authorities have 
announced that less than 50 per 
cent of the 110,000 Palestinians 
previously dependent upon 
Israeli jobs will be granted new 
work permits. Given the catas- 
trophic state of the Palestinian 
economy, it is unlikely that those’ 
denied access to the Israeli labour 
market, numbering about 60,000. 
will find employment in the occu- 
pied territories. 

* The normal pattern of supply 
and demand in the labour market 
has been replaced by a quota 
system. Work permits are now 
allocated on a regional basis. To 
date, the distribution of work 
permits has been highly discri- 
minatory. A number of villages 
and refugee camps in the West 
Bank have been completely by- 
passed. In Nahallin, for example, 
no permits have been granted to 
the villages’ more than 350 work- 
ers. The denial of income to 
entire communities represents a 
new and extremely hareh form of 
collective punishment. 

The drop in consumer demand 
precipitated by the mass unem- 
ployment has severely constricted 
the economy and its productive 
■sectors. Economists estimate that ‘ 


an infusion of at least $130 mil- 
lion is necessary in order to begin 
the recovery process and prevent 
the total collapse of the occupied 
territories' social, educational 
and welfare sectors. 

Medical sector 

The economic crisis is severely 
jeopardising the provision of 
medical care in the occupied ter- 
ritories. Hospitals and clinics are 
reporting 80-100 per cent in- 
creases in the number of hardship 
cases. Health workers estimate 
that approximately 40 per cent of 
all patients are unable to pay for 
medical care. 

Malnutrition levels have in- 
creased by 30 per cent primarily 
as a result of changes in the 
consumption patterns of destitute 
families. Meat consumption has 
dropped by 80 per cent in some 
villages while reliance on rice has 
increased by as much as 250 per 
cent. 

The incidents of stress-related 
diseases have increased dramati- 
cally during the curfew. Doctors 
report a 37 per r-nt rise in the 
number of diabetic cases and a 30 
per cent increase in the number 
of heart attacks. Furthermore, as 
a result of severe shortages in 
income, many families are unable 
to purchase heating oil. There are 
a number of documented cases 
where infants have developed 
hypothermia due to inadequate 
heating. 

The pass system has seriously 
restricted access to medical care. 
All medical personnel travelling 
either into or through Jerusalem 
require passes. In addition, all 
patients needing treatment in one 
of Jerusalem’s major referral hos- 
pitals must obtain a permit. 

During curfews medical staff 
still need special permits to travel 
about. Since each district requires 
its own special permit, doctors 
must obtain a variety of different 
passes from different authorities 
in order to see their patients. 

Palestinians requiring daily 
out-patient treatment are espe- 
cially hard hit. For example, at 
Augusta Victoria, the major hos- 
pital serving the West Bank's 
refugee population, only 9 out of 
40 regular day patients were able 
to enter Jerusalem last Friday. 
Patients suffering from a variety 
of serious medical complications, 
including diabetes, were pre- 
vented from receiving crucial 
care. 

Education sector 

Educators warn that large por- 
tions of this year's curriculum will 
have to be retaught as a result of 
curfew-related closures and the 
continuing interruptions stem- 
ming from the new pass system. 
Equally important, many primary 
students are foiling to acquire 
basic skills including literacy and 
numeracy. 

These developments are parti- 
cularly distressing given that 
schools in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip have been repeatedly 
closed during the last three years. 
Since I9S7 a majority of students 
have not completed a full year of 
regular study. 

Despite the gravity of the edu- 
cational crisis, however, Israeli 
authorities have refused requests 
by headmasters to extend the 
current school year beyond the 
scheduled date for summer clo- 
sure (late May/eariy June). 

In addition, the economic crisis 
has seriously affected private 
schools, many of which are facing 
shutdown due to inadequate, 
funding. Financially strapped pa- 
rents are no longer able to afford 
tuition, further constraining 
school budgets. 

The pass system is an addition- 
al obstacle to the normal func- 
tioning of schools m the occupied 
territories, especially those in the 


Jerusalem area. At one private 
school in East Jerusalem, 50 per 
cent of the staff require passes in 
order to reach work. Since most 
teachers are prevented from 
bringing their cars into East Jeru- 
salem. the school is forced to 
provide transportation for 
teachers living outside the dty. 
Separate passes are required for 
the school's vehicles and drivers, 
as well as for the majority of its 
students. In order to properly 
operate, this school needs five 
different types of passes issued 
separately by two different au- 
thorities. 

Four Palestinian universities 
are now well into the fourth year 
of military ordered closure. On 
Feb. 28, 1991, A1 Najah National 
University, Birzeit University, 
Hebron University and Gaza Isla- 
mic University were issued new 
orders dosing the institutions for 
another 3 months. Bethlehem 
and A1 Quds Universities, while 
not dosed, have been seriously 
affected by the isolation of East 
Jerusalem, which prevents staff 
and students from reaching clas- 
ses. 

Religious freedom 

The restricted access to Jeru- 
salem for Palestinians from the 
occupied territories is severely 
Hunting their freedom of worship. 
To date most Palestinians under 
the age of 30 have been denied 
access to the dty. At this time the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan 
and the Christian festival of Eas- 
ter coindde and are currently 
being celebrated. For Muslims it 
is important to be able to worship 
at the AJ Aqsa Mosque, Islam’s 
third holiest site, particularly on 
the Lailat Al-Qadr, the Night of 
Majesty, on the 27th day of 
Ramadan, marking the revelation 
of the Quran to the Prophet 
Muhammad. Muslims spend the 
night reading the Quran and 
praying. For Christians, access to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in the Old City is important as 
this is the focus of the Easter 
celebrations. 

International law 

The length and severity of the 
current restrictions are unpre- 
cedented. Their imposition is a 
direct violation of all internation- 
al regulations governing the con- 
duct of an occupying power, in- 
cluding the 1907 Hague Regula- 
tions. the 1949 Geneva Conven- 
tions and the 1977 Geneva Pro- 
tocols. Both the curfew and new- 
ly instituted pass system raise 
serious questions about the abil- 
ity of Israel to humanely govern 
the occupied territories. 

In response to the rapidly de- 
teriorating situation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, CCINGO 
calls upon the signatories of the 
Conventions and Protocols to de- 
mand that Israel immediately re- 
move all restrictions on move- 
ment. CCINGO also calls upon 
the international community to 
demand that Israeli authorities 
uphold and protect the rights of 
everyone living under their juris- 
diction, including the 1.7 million 
Palestinian residents of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Like their 
Israeli neighbours, these Palesti- 
nians are guaranteed the right to 
Support a family, the right to 
medical care, the right to educa- 
tion anjd the right to worship by 
international law. By openly 
violating these rights, Israel is 
infringing clearly international 
standards of just and dvflised 
behaviour. 

Signatories 

Middle East Council of Churches/ 
Ecumenical Relief Service 
Proutist Universal 
Near East Foundation/Jordan 


Evangelical Relief Pool 
World Vision 

Pontifical Mission for Palestine 
Mennonite Central Committee 
International Rescue Committee 
Care International 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee 

Canadian Friends Service Com- 
mittee 

Quaker Peace and Service (Lon- 
don) 

Adventist Development and Re- 
lief Agency 

CCINGO is an ad hoc commit- 
tee of international NGOs work- 
ing with local Palestinian orga- 
nisations in the occupied territor- 
ies and reflecting NGO concern in 
the current emergency. 

Erbil 

(Continued from page 1) 
different groups had taken part in 
the insurgency. Besides the pre- 
sence of the Kurdish Democratic 
Party and the Communist Party, 
there was writings on the walls that 
showed the Kurdish Socialist Party 
and Islamic organisations. One slo- 
gan on a wall read: “HGjab is the 
protector of women," and “Islamic 
Kurdistan." 

The executive council of Kurdis- 
tan building was also destroyed. A 
local government spokesman Adel 
Butros Qiryaqos confirmed outside 
the large and modern buddings 
that different groups had indeed 
taken part in the insurgence- As he 
spoke, an American jet flew 
above. 

One Ba'ath Party member said 
that be had to go into hiding from 
the rebels, adding that they had 
threatened his son’s life. “For 20 
days I was hiding in the fields.” be 
said. 

“Most of the insurgents came in 
from outside the country, mostly 
from Iran, Mr. Qiryaqos con- 
tended. adding that they bad killed 
residents, but said be did not have 
a number on casualties. 

Republican Guards, who 
appeared defiant and tough, told 
reporters that the quelling or the 
insurgency “was easy and took no 
time.” 

“When they beard that Kirkuk 
bad been recaptured by us, they 
fled to the mountains," said an 
officer, who said that Erbil was 
empty of soldiers when the rebels 
occupied Che dty. 

“We were in the south quelling 
the riots there. We were in Karba- 
la, then Kirkuk then we came 
here," be added proudly. 

The same Republican Guard 
said that much of the Kurdish 
rebels were based m the andent 
castle that overlooks the centre of 
Erbil and that fighting had taken 
place there. However, there did 
not seem to be much damage 
inflicted on the castle, which also 
houses some residents. 

Several homes were completely 
emptied out and the windows 
broken as Republican Guards 
stood outside in crowds. 

The main govenroratt building, 
where large statues of horses 
guarded the premises, was dam- 
aged. “This building was 
a m bushed by the saboteurs, mostly 
by Iranians. .. because we found a 
picture of Khomeini in there,” an 
officer told the Jordan Times, 
adding that the employees had 
been killed by the rebels. 

The damage appeared a lot less 
than that inflicted in the southern 
provinces, where the rebellion 
there was quelled by the govern- 
ment fanes almost 10 days ago. 
But bullets and mortar fire could 
be heard sporadically in zhe dis- 
tance. 

Journalists were told by the local 
government spokesman that d ys r 
shots were long range artillery tak- 
ing place in the mountains where 
the rebels had fled. 

Four Kurdish rebels, however, 
were tying dead on a main road 
near the centre of Erbil. 

Sulaimaniyah 

(Continued from page 1) 

cities was triggered by fighting 
betweep the army and the rebels, 
and threats by the insurgents 
against Arabs and Kurds affiliated 
with the government or the ruling 
Baath party. 


“We were told (by the rebels) 
that the army was preparing to 
retaliate against the Kurds...." said 
Am Hussein, an employee of a 
cement factory who fled with his 
family from Kirkuk 10 days ago, 
hours before the army retook the 
dty. 

But others said that they were 
forced to leave when the rebels 
'made threats against their lives and 
their property for their affiliation 
with the government. “They asked 
me to leave or else they would 
bum my car, property and loll me. 
They (fid that with many civil 
servants,” said Adel Abdullah, 
who worked for the government 
refinery in Khikuk. 

Residents and soldiers said that 
many Kurds were told by the re- 
bels that the army was disbanded, 
the central government bud col- 
lapsed and that the south had risen 
against Baghdad. “Some people 
believed these stories and joined 
them,” said one soldier. 

But some Kurdish residents of 
Sulaimaniyah voiced sympathy and 
support for the rebels. 

“The Kurdish commandos did 
not hurt rivifians," said a young 
woman sympathiser, who also 
stressed that the army (fid not 
retribute against the people. Un- 
like other areas swept by the un- 
rest, there was little graffito on the 
wails except for some sketches of 
K unfish rebel leader Mustafa Bar- 
zani and pro-Communist Party slo- 
gans written in English near the 
entrance of the city. 

Residents said the opposition 
Kurdish groups had rounded up 
many Baathisa and took some 
away to the hills when Jhey retre- 
ated. Baathist officials said that 
some members were ex e cuted, but 
journalists were not shown any 
corpses. 

An Iraqi pbsyrian, however, 
said he had seen at least 15 corpses 
and there are many more. Soldiers 
admitted that some civilians were 
caught in the cross fire. “Some 
civilians were Seeing with the re- 
bels and were caught in the cross- 
fire,” said one soldier. 

Inside Snlahnaniyafa hundreds of 
refugees from Kirkuk took the 
patios and the halk of a blue- 
domed mosque as their borne. 
Women were cooking, children 
were screaming as miserable and 
hungry eyes were yearning to re- 
turn to home. “We fled the fight- 
ing. It was heavy in Kirkuk, our 
homes were shelled,” said Salam. a 
teenage Kurd. 

1 The battle over the oil-rich Kir- 
kuk, according ro residents and 
soldiers, was the crudal turning 
point in tipping the balance in 
favour of the Iraqi army. 

“Once Kirkuk was liberated we 
were confident that battle to con- 
trol north was in our favour," 
a soldier in the Republican Guard. 

Residents of Sulaimantyah and 
earlier in Erbil said the rebels had 
started to pre pa re for their with- 
drawal once Kirkuk was taken by 
the army. 

The army had since then moved 
to Erbil, Sulaimaniyah and Zakho, 
the highway between Kirkuk and 
Sulaimaniyah was littered with 
burned army and civilian vehicles. 
Corpses of soldiers and rebels — 

four of whom were handcuffed 

were still scarterred on the side 
ways. 

Kirkuk and Sulaimaniyah and 
Kirkuk, hundreds of Kurds were 
w a l king their way or using old 
wheel carts back to their homes in 
Kirkuk and other adjacent towns 
and villages. 

“I have been walking for four 
days,” said a woman. Another 
family said they have been walking 
for seven days without enough 
wafer or food. 

“We send our children to houses 
to beg for food and water,” said a 
mother of three boys. 

Near the main square in 
Solalmaniyah many families stop- 
ped to rest. Some looked sick while 
mothers were in pain to keep their 

hydrated babies quiet. 

Iraqi Minister of Trade Moham- 
mad Mabdi Saleh was touring the 
area with a convoy of trucks of 

n^ flour and other food supplies 

™chwere destributed to the peo- 
ple. “They have vandalised all of 
toe government's food stores,” the 
'nuusttrtokJ jouranlists in front of 
a totrned government warehouse. 

Knnhafa residents of Sulaima- 
niyah said that aid from Baghdad 
to badly needed but hoped that 
toere will be a general amnesty for 


the rebels. The government has 
pledged amnesty for deserters. 

However, some Kurds said that 
a general amnesty will encourage 
everybody, including those who 
supported the insurgents, to return 
and will enhance national recon- 
ciliation. 

Some said that they felt dis- 
appointed by toe rebels. “They 
said that they were going to estab- 
lish a Kurdish state and effect 
political changes but they have 
done nothing.” said a man who 
asked not to be named. 

Amnesty 
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freezing cold,” said a man driving 
back to Erbil with his family piled 
into a trailer pulled by a tractor. 4 
A trickle of other refugees headed 
down out of the hills towards their 
homes, but more appeared to be still 
heading for the snowy highlands. 

The rebels, known as Pesh Merga, 
still appear to control most of toe 
highlands. Villages within a few 
kilometres of government-held Erbil 
were swarming with guerrillas, Efty 
reported. 

Britain and Sweden Thursday 
pledged a total of 36 J million in aid 
for;tbe refugees and a cargo plane 
carrying 30 tonnes of tents and blank- 
ets left England for Turkey Friday 
morning. 

-Germany said four of its air force 
transport planes would fly humanita- 
rian supply missions to Turkey over 
the weekend. 

German Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher in broadcat inter- 
views Friday called for the U.N. 
Security Council to demand safe re- 
turn of the Kurds under U.N. super- 
vision. 

France sent a jetliner frill of huma- 
nitarian aid to Turkey Friday after- 
noon and government officials indi- 
cated another would leave for Iran • 
soon, r 

Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de 
Mkhelis indicated that his govern- 
ment would donate several million 
dollars to aid the refugees. 

In Brussels, the ambassadors of the 
16 NATO nations condemned “the 
brutal repression"' of the Kurds and 
discussed possible aid, according to a 
statement issued there. 

The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil discussed a French resolution con- 
demning Iraq's treatment of the 
Kurds. 

U.S. President George Bush has 
strongly defended his refusal to assist 
toe Iraqi rebels, saying U.S. blood is 
too precious to be spilled in an Iraqi 
civil war. 

“We’re not going to get socked into 
this by sending precious American 
lives into this battle,” Mr. Bush said 
Thursday at a news conference with 
Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Karfu. “We've fulfilled our obliga- 
tions.” 

Mr. Bush has found himself on the . - 
defensive about why he does not want 
to assist in overthrowing the Iraqi 
government. 

His answer is a dear demonstration 
that the spectre of the long, drawn- 
out U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
continued to haunt policy-makers 
even though Mr. Bush has said the 
Gulf war showed that “we've kicked 
toe Vietnam syndrome." 

Mission 
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eemed about the cause of the Kurds 
because Kurds in Turkey have no 
light even to mention that they are 
Kurds or to speak their own Kurdish 
language in their own homes,” Mr. 

An ban pointed out. 

The draft resolution, promoted by * 
France's acting Ambassador Jean- . 
Mmc Rochereau de la Sabliere, con- 
demns the “repression of the Iraqi 
civilian population... including most 
TO-ently in Kurdish-populated areas, 
the consequences of which threaten 
international peace and security...” 

It demands that Iraq “end this 
repression and engage in an open 
oiajogue to ensure that the human 
apd political rights of the Iraqi 
Ctoans are respected.” 

The draft also insists that Iraq allow 
linm ediate access for international 
Organisations to those in need of help 
m all pans of Iraq. 

To win adoption, a resolution mr** 

. su PP° ncd by at least nine of t 
15 members and avoid 
v *to by any of the five pennane 
members, which include the Sovi 
apd China as well as t 
United States, Britain and Franc* 
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Following is the full text of U.N. 
Security Council resolution 687: 
The Security Council, 

Recalling its resolutions 660 
(1990), 661 (1990), 662 (1990), 
664 (1990). 665 (1990), 666 
(1990), 667 (1990), 669 (1990), 
670 (1990). 674 (1990), 677 
(1990), 678 (1990) and 686 
(1991). 

Welcoming the restoration to 
Kuwait of its sovereignty, inde- 
pendence. and territorial integri- 
ty and the return of its legitimate 
government. 

Affirming the commitment of a!) 
member states to the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and political 
independence of Kuwait and 
Iraq, and noting the intention 
expressed by the member states 
cooperating with Kuwait under 
paragraph 2 of resolution 678 
(1990) to bring their military pre- 
sence in Iraq to an end as soon as 
possible consistent with para- 
graph 8 of resolution 686 (1991). 
Reaffirming the need to be 
assured of Iraq's peaceful inten- 
tions in light of its unlawful inva- 
sion and occupation of Kuwait, 
Taking note of the letter sent by 
the foreign minister of Iraq on 27 
February 1991 IS/22275) and 
those sent pursuant to resolution 
686 (1991) (S/22273. S/22276. S/ 
22320. S/22321 and S/22330), 

Noting that Iraq and Kuwait, as 
independent sovereign states, 
signed at Baghdad on 4 October 
1963 “Agreed Mi..uces Regarding 
the Restoration of Friendly Rela- 
tions. Recognition and Related 
Matters," thereby recognising 
formally the boundary between 
Iraq and Kuwait and the alloca- 
tion of islands, which were reg- 
istered with the United Narions in 
accordance with Article 102 of 
the charter and in which Iraq 
recognised the independence and 
complete sovereignty of the state 
of Kuwait within its borders as 
specified and accepted in the 
ietter of the prime minister of 
Iraq dated 21 July 1932. and as 
accepted by the ruler of Kuwait in 
his letter dated 10 August 1932. 

Conscious of the need for de- 
marcation of the said boundary. 
Conscious also of the statements 
by Iraq threatening to use 
weapons in violation of its obliga- 
tions under the Geneva Protocol 
for the Prohibition of the Use in 
war of Asphyxiating, Poisonous 
or Other Gases, and of Bacter- 
iological Methods of Warfare, 
signed at Geneva on 17 June 
1925, and of its prior use of 
chemical weapons and affirming 
that grave consequences would 
follow any further use by Iraq of 
such weapons. 

Recalling that Iraq subscribed to 
the declaration adopted by all 
states participating in the Confer- 
ence of States Parties to the 1925 
Geneva Protocol and Other In- 
terested States, held at Paris from 
7 to 11 January 1989, establishing 
the objective of universal eli- 
mination of chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons. 

Recalling further that Iraq has 
signed the Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Development. 
Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) and 
Toxin Weapons and on Their 
Destruction, of 10 April 1972, 

Noting the importance of Iraq 
ratifying this convention. 

Noting moreover the importance 
of all states adhering to this con- 
vention and encouraging its forth- 
coming review conference to 
reinforce the authority, efficiency 
and universal scope of the con- 
vention. 

Stressing the importance of an 
early conclusion by the Confer- 
ence on Disarmament of its work 
on a convention on the Universal 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and of universal adher- 
ence therero. 

Aware of the use by Iraq of 
ballistic missiles in unprovoked 
attacks and therefore of the need 
to take specific measures in re- 
gard to such missiles located in 
Iraq. 

Concerned by the reports in the 
hands of member states that Iraq 
has attempted to acquire mate- 
rials for a nuclear-weapons prog- 
ramme contrary to its obligations 
under the treaty on the Non- 
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
of 1 July 1968, 

Recalling the objective of the 
establishment of a nuclear- 
weapons-free zone in the region 
.of the Middle East, 

Conscious of the threat which all 
weapons of mass destruction pose 
to peace and security in the area 
and of the need to work towards 
the establishment in the Middle 
East of a zone free of such 
weapons. 

Conscious also of the objective of 
achieving balanced and compre- 
hensive control of armaments in 
the region. 

Conscious further of the import- 
ance of achieving the objectives 
noted above using all available 
means, including a dialogue 
among the states of the region. 

Noting that resolution 686 (1991) 
marked the lifting of the mea- 
sures imposed by resolution 661 
(1990) in so far as they applied to 


Kuwait. 

Noting that despite the progress 
being made in fulfilling the 
obligations of resolution 686 
(1991), many Kuwaiti and third 
country nationals are still not 
accounted for 3nd property re- 
mains unretumed. 

Recalling the International Con- 
vention against the Taking of 
Hostages, opened for signature at 
New York on 18 December 1979. 
which categorises all acts of tak- 
ing hostages as manifestations of 
international terrorism. 

Deploring threats made by Iraq 
during the recent conflict to make 
use of terrorism against targets 
outside Iraq and the taking of 
hostages by Iraq, 

Taking note with grave concern 
of the reports of the secretary 
general of 20 March 1991 (S/ 
22366) and 28 March 1991 (S/ 
22409), and conscious of the ne- 
cessity to meet urgently the 
humanitarian needs in Kuwait 
and Iraq. 

Bearing in mind its objective ot 
restoring international peace and 
security in the area as set out in 
recent council resolutions. 

Conscious of the need to take the 
following measures acting under 
Chapter VI IT of the charter, 

1. Affirms all 13 resolutions 
noted above, except as expressly 
changed below to achieve the 
goals of this resolution, including 
a formal cease-fire: 

A 

2. Demands that Iraq and 
Kuwait respect the inviolability of 
the international boundary and 
the allocation of islands set out in 
the “Agreed Minutes Between 
the State of Kuwait and the Re- 
public of Iraq Regarding the Res- 
toration of Friendly Relations. 
Recognition and Related Mat- 
ters." signed by them in the 
exercise of their sovereignty at 
Baghdad on 4 October 1963 and 
registered with the United Na- 
tions and published by the United 
Nations in document 7063, U.N. 
Treaty Series. 1964: 

3. Calls on the secretary general 
to lend his assistance to make 
arrangements with Iraq and 
Kuwait to demarcate the bound- 
ary between Iraq and Kuwait, 
drawing on appropriate material 
including the map transmitted by 
Security Council document S / 
22412 and to report back to the 
Security Council within one 
month; 

4. Decides to guarantee the 
inviolability of the above- 
mentioned international bound- 
ary and to take as appropriate all 
necessary measures to that end in 
accordance with the charter. 

B 

5. Requests the secretary 
general, after consulting with 
Iraq and Kuwait, to submit within 
three days to the Security Council 
for its approval a plan for the 
immediate deployment of a U.N. 
observer unit to monitor the 
Khor Abdullah and a demilita- 
rised zone, which is hereby estab- 
lished. extending 10 kilometres 
into Iraq and 5 kilometres into 
Kuwait from the boundary refer- 
red to in the "Agreed Minutes 
Between the State of Kuwait and 
the Republic of Iraq Regarding 
the Restoration of Friendly Rela- 
tions. Recognition and Related 
Matters" of 4 October 1963; to 
deter violations of the boundary 
through its presence in and sur- 
veillance of the demilitarised 
zone; fo observe any hostile or 
potentially hostile action 
mounted from the territory of 
one state to the other; and for the 
secretary general to report reg- 
ularly to the council on the opera- 
tions of the unit, and immediately 


Security Council resolution 687 


if there are serious violations of 
the zone or potential threats to 
peace; 

6. Notes that as soon as the 
secretary general notifies the 
council of the completion of the 
deployment of the U.N. observer 
unit, the conditions will be estab- 
lished for the member states 
cooperating with Kuwait in 
accordance with resolution 67S 
( 1990) to bring their military pre- 
sence in Iraq to an end consistent 
with resolution 686 (1991); 

C 

7. Invites Iraq to reaffirm un- 
conditionally its obligations 
under the Geneva Protocol for 
the Prohibition of the Use in War 
of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or 
Other Gases, and of Bacteriolo- 
gical Methods of Warfare, signed 
at Geneva on 17 June 1925. and 
to ratify the Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Development, 
Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) and 
Toxin Weapons and on Their 
Destruction, of 10 April 1972; 

8. Decides that Iraq shall un- 
conditionally accept the destruc- 
tion. removal, or rendering harm- 
less. under international supervi- 
sion. of: 

(a) all chemical and biological 
weapons and all stocks of agents 
and all related subsystems and 
components and all research, de- 
velopment. support and manufac- 
turing facilities; 

(b) all ballistic missiles with a 
range greater than 150 kilometres 
and related major parts, and re- 
pair and production facilities; 

9. Decides, for the imple- 
mentation of paragraph 8 above, 
the following: 

(a) Iraq shall submit to the 
secretary general, within 15 days 
of the adaption of this resolution, 
a declaration of the locations, 
amounts and types of all items 
specified in paragraph 8 and 
agree to urgent, on-site inspec- 
tion as specified below; 

(b) the secretary general, in 
consultation with the appropriate 
government and, where appropri- 
ate. with the director general of 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), within 45 days of the 
passage- of this resolution, shall 
develop, and submit to the coun- 
cil for approval, a plan calling for 
the completion of the following 
acts within 45 days of such 
approval: 

(i) the forming of a special 
commission, which shall cany out 
immediate on-site inspection of 
Iraq's biological, chemical and 
missile capabilities, based on 
Iraq’s declarations and the de- 
signation of any additional loca- 
tions by the special commission 
itself; 

(ii) the yielding by Iraq of 
possession to the special commis- 
sion for destruction, removal or 
rendering harmless, taking into 
account the requirements of pub- 
lic safety, of all items specified 
under paragraph 8 (a) above in- 
cluding items at the additional 
locations designated by the spe- 
cial commission under paragraph 
9 (b) (i) above and the destruc- 
tion by Iraq, under supervision of 
the special commission, of all its 
missile capabilities including 
launchers as specified under para- 
graph 8 (b) above; 

(in) the provision by the special 
commission of the assistance and 
cooperation to the director gener- 
al of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) required 
in paragraphs 12 and 13 below: 

10. Decides that Iraq shall un- 
conditionally undertake not to 
use. develop, construct or acquire 
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any of the items specified in 
paragraphs 8 and 9 above and 
requests the secretary general, in 
consultation with the special com- 
mission, to develop a plan for the 
future ongoing monitoring and 
verification of Iraq's compliance 
with this paragraph, to be submit- 
ted to the council for approval 
within 120 days of the passage of 
this resolution; 

11. Invites Iraq to reaffirm 
unconditionally its obligations 
under the treaty on the Non- 
Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, of 1 July 1968; 

12. Decides that Iraq shall un- 
conditionally agree not to acquire 
or develop nuclear weapons or 

nu cl ear-weapons- usable material 
or any subsystems or components 
or any research, development, 
support or manufacturing facili- 
ties related to the above; to sub- 
mit to the. secretary general and 
the director general of the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) within 15 days of the 
adoption of this resolution a dec- 
laration of the locations, 
amounts, and types of all items 
specified above; to place all of its 
nuclear-weapons-usabie mate- 
rials under the exclusive control, 
for custody and removal, of the 
IAEA, with the assistance and 
cooperation of the special com- 
mission as provided for in the 
plan of the secretary general dis- 
cussed in paragraph 9 (b) above: 
to accept, in accordance with the 
arrangements provided for in pa- 
ragraph 13 below, urgent on-site 
inspection and the destruction, 
removal, or rendering harmless 
as appropriate of all items speci- 
fied above; and to accept the plan 
discussed in paragraph 13 below 
for the future ongoing monitoring 
and verification of its compliance 
with these undertakings: 

13. Requests the director 
general of the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
through the secretary general, 
with the assistance and coopera- 
tion of the special commission as 
provided for the plan of the 
secretary general in paragraph 9 
(b) above, to carry out immediate 
on-site inspection of Iraq’s nuc- 
lear capabilities based on Iraq's 
declarations and the designation 
of any additional locations by the 
special commission; to develop a 
plan for submission to the Secur- 
ity Council within 45 days calling 
for the destruction, removal, or 
rendering harmless as appropri- 
ate of all items listed in paragraph 
12 above; to carry out the plan 
within 45 days following approval 
by the Security Council: and to 
develop a plan, taking into 
account the rights and obligations 
of Iraq under the treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, of 1 July 1968, for the 
future ongoing monitoring and 
verification of Iraq’s compliance 
with paragraph 12 above, includ- 
ing an inventory of all nuclear 
material in Iraq subject to the 
agency’s verification and inspec- 
tions to confirm that IAEA safe- 
guards cover all relevant nuclear 
activities in Iraq, to be submitted 
to the council for approval within 
120 days of the passage of this 
resolution; 

14. Takes note that the actions 
to be taken by Iraq in paragraphs, 
8. 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of this 
resolution represent steps to- 
wards the goal of establishing in 
the Middle East a zone free from 
weapons of mass destruction and 
all missiles for their delivery and 
the objective of global ban on 
chemical weapons; 

D 

15. Requests the secretary 
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general to report to the Security 
Council on the steps taken to 
facilitate the return of all Kuwaiti 
property seized by Iraq, including 
a list of any property which 
Kuwait claims has not been re- 
turned or which has not been 
returned intact; 

E 16. Reaffirms that Iraq, with- 
out prejudice to the debts and 
obligations of Iraq arising prior to 
2 August 1990, which will be 
addressed through the normal 
mechanisms, is liable under inter- 
national law for any direct loss, 
damage, including environmental 
damage and the depletion of 
natural resources, or injury to 
foreign governments, nationals 
and corporations, as a result of 
Iraq’s unlawful invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait; 

17. Decides that all Iraqi state- 
ments made since 2 August 1990, 
repudiating its foreign debt are 
null and void, and demands that 
Iraq scrupulously adhere to all of 
its obligations concerning servic- 
ing and repayment of its foreign 
debt; 

18. Decides to create a fund to 
pay compensation for claims that 
fall within paragraph 16 above 
and to establish a commission 
that will administer the fond; 

19. Directs the secretary gener- 
al to develop and present to the 
council for decision, no later than 
30 days following the adoption of 
this resolution, recommendations 
for the fond to meet the require- 
ment for the payment of claims 
established in accordance with 
paragraph 18 above and for -a 
programme to implement the de- 
cisions in paragraph 16. 17 and 18 
above, including; administration 
of the fund; mechanisms for de- 
termining the appropriate level of 
Iraq’s contribution to the fund 
based on a percentage of the 
value of the exports of petroleum 
and petroleum products from 
Iraq not to exceed a figure to be 
suggested to the council by the 
secretary general, taking into 
account the requirements of the 
people of Iraq. Iraq's payment 
capacity as assessed in conjunc- 
tion with the international finan- 
cial institutions taking into con- 
sideration external debt service, 
and the needs of the Iraqi eco- 
nomy; arrangements for ensuring 
that payments are made to the 
fund; the process by which funds 
will be allocated and claims paid; 
appropriate procedures for eva- 
luating losses, listing claims and 
verifying their validity and resolv- 
ing disputed claims in respwx of 
Iraq’s liability as specified in pa- 
ragraph 16 above; and the com- 
position of the commission de- 
signed above: 

F 20. Decides, effective im- 
mediately. that the prohibitions 
against the sale or supply to Iraq 
of commodities or products other 
than medicine and health sup- 
plies, and prohibitions against 
financial transactions related 
thereto, contained in resolution 
661 (1990) shall not apply to 
foodstuffs notified to the commit- 
tee established by resolution 661 
(1990) or, with the approval of 
that committee, under the simpli- 
fied and accelerated “no- 
objection" procedure, to mate- 
rials and supplies for essential 
civilian needs as identified in the 
report of the secretary general 
dated 20 March 1991 (S/22366), 
and in any further findings of 
humanitarian need by the com- 
mittee; 

21. Decides that the council 
shall review the provisions of 
paragraph 20 above every 60 days 
in light of the policies and pra- 


ctices of the government of Iraq, 
including the implementation of 
all relevant resolutions of the 
Security Council, for the purpose 
of determining whether to reduce 
or lift the prohibitions referred to 
therein; 

22. Decides that upon the 
approval by the council of the 
programme called for in para- 
graph 19 above and upon council 
agreement that Iraq has com- 
pleted all actions contemplated in 
paragraphs 8, 9, 10, II. 12, and 
13 above, the prohibitions against 
the import of commodities and 
products originating in Iraq and 
the prohibitions against financial 
transactions related thereto con- 
tained in resolution 661 (1990) 
shall have no further force or 
effect; 

23. Decides that, pending ac- 
tion by the council under para- 
graph 22 above, the committee 
established under resolution 66 1 
(1990) shall be empowered to 
approve, when required to assure 
adequate financial resources on 
the part of Iraq to carry, out the 
activities under paragraph 20 
above, exceptions to the prohibi- 
tion against the import of com- 
modities and {noducts originating 
in Iraq; 

24. Decides that, in accordance 
with resolution 661 (1990) and 
subsequent related resolutions 
and until a further decision is 
taken by the council, all states 
shall continue to prevent, the sale 
or supply, or promotion or faci- 
litation of such sale or supply, to 
Iraq by their nationals, or from 
their territories or using their flag 
vessels or aircraft, of: 

(a) amis and related material 
of all types, specifically including 
the sale or transfer through other 
means of all forms of convention- 
al military equipment, including 
for paramilitary forces, and spare 
parts and components and their 
means of production, for such 
equipment; 

(b) Items specified and defined 
in paragraph 8 and paragraph 12 
above not otherwise covered 
above; 

(c) technology under licensing 
or other transfer arrangements 
used in the production, utilisation 
or stockpiling of items specified 
in subparagraphs (a) and (b) 
above; 

(d) personnel or materials for 
training or technical support ser- 
vices relating to the design, de- 
velopment. manufacture, use. 
maintenance or support of items 
specified in subparagraphs (a) 
and (b) above; 

25. Calls upon all states and 
international organisations to act 
strictly in accordance with para- 
graph 24 above, notwithstanding 
the existence of any contracts, 
agreements, licenses, or any 
other arrangements; 

26. Requests the secretary 
general, in consultation with 
appropriate governments, to de- 
velop within 60 days for approval 
of the council, guidelines to facili- 
tate full international imple- 
mentation of paragraphs 24 and 
25 above and paragraph 27 be- 
low, and to make them available 
to alt states and to establish a 
procedure for updating these 
guidelines periodically; 

27. Calls upon all states to 
maintain such national controls 
and procedures and to take such 
other actions consistent with the 
guidelines to be established by 
the Security Council under para- 
graph 26 above as may be neces- 
sary to ensure compliance with 
the terms of paragraph 24 above, 
and calls upon international orga- 


nisations to take all appropriate 
steps to assist in ensuring such foil 
compliance; 

28. Agrees to review its deci- 
sions in paragraphs 22, 23, 24, 
and 25 above, except for the 
items specified and defined in 
paragraphs 8 and 12 above, on a 
regular basis and in any case 120 
days following passage of this 
resolution, taking into account 
Iraq's compliance with this re- 
solution and general progress to- 
wards the control of armaments 
in the region; 

29. Decides that all states, in- 
cluding Iraq, shall take die neces- 
sary measures to ensure that no 
claim shall lie at the instance of 
die government of Iraq, or of any 
person or body in Iraq, or of any 
person claiming through or for 
the benefit of any such person or 
body, in connection with any 
contract or other transaction 
where its performance was 
affected by reason of the mea- 
sures taken by the Security Coun- 
cil in resolution 661 (1990) and 
related resolutions; 

30. Decides that, m further- 
ance of its commitment to facili- 
tate the repatriation of all 
Kuwaiti and third country nation- 
als. Iraq shall extend all necessary 
cooperation to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 
providing lists of such persons, 
facilitating the access of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Gross to all such persons where- 
ver located or detained and facili- 


tating the search by the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Rea 
Cross for those Kuwaiti and third 
country nationals still un- 
accounted for, 

31. Invites the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to 
keep the secretary genera 
apprised as appropriate of a« 
activities undertaken in connec- 
tion with facilitating the repatria- 
tion or return of all Kuwaiti and 
third country nationals or their 
remains present in Iraq on or 
after 2 August 1990; 

H 32 . Requires Iraq to inform the 
council that it will not commit or 
support any act of international 
terrorism or allow any organisa- 
tion directed towards commission 
of such acts to operate within its 
territory and to condemn une- 
quivocally and renounce ail acts, 
methods, and practices of terror- 
ism; 

• I 33. Declares that, upon official 
notification by Iraq to the secret- 
ary general and to the Security 
Council of its acceptance of the 
provisions above, a formal cease- 
fire is effective between Iraq and 
Kuwait and the member states 
cooperating with Kuwait in 
accordance with resolution (67S 
(1990); 

34. Decides to remain seized of 
the matter and to take such furth- 
er steps and may be required for 
the implementation of this resolu- 
tion and to secure peace and 
security in the area. 
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Leeds seeks return to golden days 


Jennifer Capriati 


Meskhi upsets Capriati 


HILTON HEAD. South Caroli- 
na (R> — A listless and error- 
prone Capriati suffered one of 
the earliest defeats of her bud- 
ding career when she fell to 
Soviet Leila Meskhi 3-6 6-3 6-3 in 
the third round of the $500,000 
Family Circle Cup Tennis 
Tournament. 

With her first victory over a 
top- 10 player, the ninth-seeded 
Meskhi earned a quarter-final 
meeting with third-ranked de- 
fending champion Martina Nav- 
ratilova. 

Top seed Navratilova advanced 
with a 6-3 6-4 victory over Petra 
LangTOva of Czechoslovakia. 

Second seed Gabriela Sabatini 
c f .rgent;r.a also rolled into the 
quarter-:! nais with a 6-3 6-2 win 
over !0th-seeded Canadian 
V ’ : Sabatini will next 
•f . * •r-.echoslo- 
v.k Hefcr.ii ova. 6-4 6-0 con- 
queror of A i ’mine Mercedes 
Faz. 

Capriati, who turned 15-year- 
old last week, appeared to recov- 
er from a shaky 0-3 start when she 
reeled off six successive games to 
take the opening set. 

But the lOth-ranked American 
began making uncharacteristic 
errors in the second set and repe^ 


atedly failed to take advantage of 
opportunities. 

Meskhi took control of the 
baseline duel and levelled the 
match on her fourth set point 
when Capriati netted a backhand. 

Capriati's backhand continued 
to let her down in the third set* 
and she appeared sluggish and 
reluctant to go for winner as 
Meskhi built a 5-2 lead. 

The American teen sensation 
finally displayed some fight as she 
produced a trio of match-saving 
winners to puli to 5-3 before the 
17th-ranked Soviet served out the 
match in the ninth game. 

“I really didn't go for it and she 
was making everything." said 

Capriati. 

# 

‘T got the feeling that I didn't 
want to go for it.*' she continued. 
"Maybe l was scared I was going 
to miss because I was making a 
lot of errors, especially of the 
backhand." 

The other quarter-finals pit 
third seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vtcario of Spain against unseeded 
Italian Federica Bonsignori and 
fourth seed Jana Novotna of 
Czechoslovakia against eight seed 
Natalia Zvereva of the Soviet 
Union* •• 


Agassi eliminates J^ngel at 
Orlando Tennis Classic 


ORLANDO. Florida (AP) — 
Top-seeded Andre Agassi elimin- 
ated Sweden's David Engel 64, 
64 as second-round play con- 
cluded at the Prudential Secur- 
ities Tennis Classic. 

"I won a lot of crucial points 
tonight by coming into net." 
Agassi said. "I dug out some low 
volleys that would have made 
Boris Becker proud. I'm starting 
to understand the logic of coming 
into the net. but I'm still not 
really comfortable with it.” 

Agassi's win paved the way for 
an all-American quarterfinal 
round the first time that's hap- 
pened on the pro tour since the 
Volvo pro Indoor Tournament in 
April of 19S7, a span that in- 
cludes 275 mens professional 
events. 

Defending champion Brad Gil- 
bert and Mahvji Washington also 
advanced to the quarterfinals. 

The hard-serving Engel ex- 
tended the points just enough to 
keep Agassi's victory from being 
routine. After Agassi scored a 
single service break in game five 
to take :hc first set. the match 
turned on a sequence of three 
consecutive service breaks in the 


second set. 

At 2-2, Engel sailed a pair of 
backhands wide to hand Agassi a 
break. But Engel set up a break 
point of his own with a screaming 
backhand passing shot in the very 
next game, and clinched it when 
Agassi netted a volley. 

But Agassi struck back in the 
following game. Using his power- 
ful groundstrokes to keep Engel 
pinned to the baseline. Agassi 
forced Engel into two backhand 
errors to score yet another break 
and grab a 4-3 lead. 

After escaping three more 
break points on his serve in the 
next game to lead 5-3. Agassi 
served out the match two games 
later to advance to a quarterfinal 
meeting with Chuck Adams. 

Earlier Gilbert, seeded third, 
defeated Germany's Patrick Baur 
6-3. 7-6 (7-5) and Washington 
beat Venezuela's Nicolas Pereira 
6-1, 6-3. Adams struggled past 
Bryan Shelton 3-6. 7-6 (S-6), 7-6 
(74). 

For the second straight match. 
Gilbert played just well enough 
to win. Baur, ranked 91st in the 
world, appeared headed for de- 
feat at 3-6. 24. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

»r.&uw M*<ui Vnncm ine 


THE PERFECT DEFENSE 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
a J 1 5 
10 9 8 6 2 
0 

+ A176 
LST EAST 


WEST EAST 

♦ 0 10 6 * AN 

J 7 3 . Voii 

i 5 4 A 9 

* Q J ft 3 * 10 S 

SOUTH 
* 9 4 3 
A K Q 5 4 
' K 10 3 
+ K 4 


f AK82 
. Void 
A 9 8 7 6 2 
* 10 5 2 


The bidding: 

West North 

East 

South 

Paso Pass 

1 . 

1 NT 

Pass 2 " 

Dbl 

2 

3 3 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




• — transfer to hearts 
Opening lead: Four of v 
The Mixed Pair event at ihe re- 
cent World Championships, held in 
Geneva. Switzerland, was won by 
Peter Wcichsel. of Encinitas, Calif, 
and Juamta Chambers, of Schcaec- 
ladv. N.Y. Best performance by a 
married couple was by Kaihie and 
Walt Waivick of Washington, 


D.C., who came in third. The de- 
fending champions. West Coasters 
Pam and Jon Wines, finished a 
creditable seventh. 

Most North-South pairs man- 
aged to stay out of game on this 
hand from the event. South’s hand 
is not as good in support of hearts as 
it might look. Since North surely 
has a five-card or longer suit, the 
queen of hearts is u wasted value 
and the hand is riddled with losers in 
the other suits. 

At most tables the lead was a 
diamond to East's ace. East shifted 
to the king of spades, on which 
West signaled encouragingly with 
the ten. Ace of spades and a spade 
to the queen completed the book 
and, also, the defense — declarer 
easily made (he rest. 

At a few tables, East found the 
winning defense. When West sig- 
naled with the ten of spades. East 
continued with a low Spade. That 
enabled West to win the queen and 
continue with a spade io partner's 
ace. Now a fourth round of spades 
from East promoted West’s jack to 
the setting trick. If declarer ruffed 
low. West would overruff; if South 
ruffed with the queen, (he jack was 
sure to take a trick. 


LONDON (R) — Leeds United, 
seeking a return to tbe golden 
days of the 1970s. could move 
closer to third place in the En- 
glish soccer first division if they 
beat Wimbledon this Saturday. 

A win at Plough Lane would 
put Leeds three points behind 
Crystal Palace with a game in 
hand over the south London club, 
who are playing in a domestic cup 
final Sunday. 

Since Leeds last won the cham- 
pionship in 1974 they have never 
finished in the top three. 

Wimbledon, who have never 
finished higher than sixth in the 
first division, had their 10-match 
unbeaten run ended by Manches- 
ter United in midweek but are 
determined to avenge an earlier 
defeat at Leeds. 

They lost 3-0 at EUand Road 
last year and Manager Ray Har- 
ford said: “We lost badly up there 


over Christmas and it's up to us to 
get revenge. We have tightened 
up a lot since then." 

Wimbledon fullback Terry 
Phelan is fit again after missing 
five games with a thigh strain but 
may be unable to win back his 
place in the side from on-form 
replacement Gary Elkins. 

Leeds, who beat relegation- 
threatened Sunderland 54) on 
Tuesday, expect to regain centre- 
half Chris Fairclough. who hurt 
an ankle at Chelsea, in place of 
John McClelland. 

Leaders Arsenal, the 
favourites for the title after 
thrashing Aston ViUa 5-0 at High- 
bury Wednesday travel to Shef- 
field United looking for a win to 
go eight points clear of cham- 
pions Liverpool, who are not in 
action. 

With Liverpool out of the F. A. 


Cup, seemingly out of contention 
for the championship and cur- 
rently banned from European 
competitions. Palace or Leeds 
might hope for England's sole 
European Football Union 
(UEFA) Cup place next season 
by finishing third. 

But UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson has said he expects 
Liverpool, five points dear of 
Palace with a game in hand, to be 
back in Europe next season, a 
move which would dash the slim 
hopes of Palace and Leeds. 

Manchester City, just one 
point ahead of Wimbledon, meet 
Nottingham Forest, who hope to 
have midfielder Terry Wilson 
back in their line-up just a week 
before their F.A. Cup semi-final 
against second division joint- 
leaders West Ham. 

Andrei Kanchelskis, Manches- 


ter United^ £1 million ($1 .7 mil- 
lion) Soviet signing, will not be 
malting his scheduled league de- 
but against Aston Villa. 

The 22-year-old winger has 
been delayed and assistant mana- 
ger Archie Knox said: "We ex- 
pected him this week but be has 
been delayed due to international 
duties. It may be next week or 
even later before he comes to Old 
Trafford." 

Transfer-listed Lee Butler is 
pencilled in for only his sixth 
league game in four seasons for 
Villa as a replacement fo goal- 
keeper Nigel Spink, who was 
injured at Arsenal. 

In the second division, former 
England midfielder Glenn Hod- 
dle has his managerial debut for 
Swindon against Watford, now 
managed by former Tottenham 
team mate Steve Perryman. 


Napoli prepares to press on without Maradona 


ROME (R) — Diego Maradona 
took Napoli to the top of Italian 
soccer. The question being asked 
now is whether the dub can avoid 
plunging as far as their fallen idol. 

When Maradona left Italy for 
Argentina this week facing up to 
a two-year ban after testing posi- 
tive for cocaine, it may have 
signalled the end of a great era at 
the club. 

“He was the team's guiding 
light, he dedded matches on his 
own," said team mate Gianfranco 
Zola. 

The light which has been fading 
all season was finally exting- 
uished this week. 

As Maradona scampered 
home, Napoli, tbe defending 
league champions, lost their last 
chance of honours this season 
when Sampdoria eliminated them 
from the Italian Cup in the semi- 
finals Wednesday. 

Eleventh in the 18-team 
league, they are nearer relegation 
— four sides go down — than a 
place in the UEFA Cup they won 
in 1989. 

A previously modest side with 
just two Italian Cup triumphs 
before Maradona joined them in 
1984, Napoli have since won the 
first division championship twice 


— completing the league and cup 
double in 1987 — and the UEFA 
Cup. 

Napoli's lowest position in the 
league in the five season between 
1986 and 1990 was third. 

They know must buy a big- 
name star again to retain their 
new status alongside the Italian 
giants in Milan, Turin and Rome. 

Italy's sports dailies have 
speculated on a post-Maradona 
Napoli for most of the season 
while their Argentine star showed 
his disenchantment with the club, 
missing training and matches and 
saying be wanted to leave Italian 
football. 

England star Paul Gascoigne, 
Bologna's Hungarian palymaker 
Lajos Detari, new German inter- 
national Matthias Sammer and 
Marseille’s Yugoslav Dragan 
Stoijkovic have been among 
those mentioned as possible heirs 
to the 1986 World Cup star's 
number 10 shirt. 

Napoli are chasing 23-year-old 
Francesco Dell'anno of second 
division Udinese. although they 
face stiff competition from the 
rich northern clubs for the 
talented midfielder. 

The end of the Maradona era 
also looks like the end of coach 


Alberto Bigon whose contract 
runs out at the end of the season. 
They have already agreed terms 
with Cagliari's Claudio Ranieri to 
replace him. 

But despite their traumatic sea- 
son, Napoli are in reasonable 
shape and were unlucky to lose to 
Sampdoria Wednesday, accord- 
ing to both Bigon and commenta- 
tors. 

"Napoli showed they know 
how to react well even without 
their best footballer," said Bigon, 
who guided Napoli to their 
second league title last season. 

“Napoli can build on this squad 
for tbe future," former Italy star 
Roberto Bettega said after they 
dominated Sampdoria but came 
up against fine goalkeeping by 
Gianluca Pagliuca, and lost 2-0. 

"Napoli looked quite good. 
They’re progressing," Italy’s 1982 
World Cup midfielder Marco 
Tardelli said. 

Napoli forward Giuseppe In- 
cocriati believes they can regain 
lost ground immediately. 

"Playing like this we can still 
get into die UEFA Cup," Incoc- 
riati insisted. 

Tbe team finishing seventh in 
the Italian first division could 
qualify for next season's UEFA 


Cup. Sixth-placed trio Torino, 
Lazio and Parma are three points 
of Napoli with seven games re- 
maining. 

Brazilian midfielder Alemao is 
expected to move on next season 
but Napoli want his compatriot 
Careca to stay and become the 
team's new standard bearer. 

“I came to Italy and to Napoli 
above all to play with Maradona 
and for this reason turned down 
other contracts,'* Careca said. 

“Together with Diego I've won 
so much and it certainly won't be 
the same playing without him 
beside me. But I have a contract 
with Napoli and Til respect it to 
the end," he added. 

The Brazilian World Cup star 
said Maradona's successor could 
come from within the club. 

"Watch out for Zola. Gian- 
franco is growing up from match 
to match and since becoming a 
first team player he seems to have 
found greater responsibility. 

“He could be a guarantee for 
Napoli's future," Careca said. 

Maradona twice this season 
handed 24-year-old Zola Napoli's 
number 10 shirt, downing the 
number nine himself. 

“It will be difficult to wear it — 
that shirt,” Zola reflected. 


Holmes to launch boxing comeback Sunday 


HOLLYWOOD, Florida (AP) 
— Larry Holmes “might hit a few 
notes” Sunday night with Band 
Mannelade. 

That anil happen after Holmes 
resumes to doing what he used to 
do for a living — hitting another 
man. 

The target will be Tim “Doc" 
Anderson, who has been chosen 
as the opponent for the 11-year 
former heavyweight champion's 
second comeback. 

The 10-round fight will take 
place a the Diplomat Hotel. The 
purchase of a $250 ticket means 
the holder will not have to pay to 
hear Holmes and Mannelade at a 
post-fight party. 

Holmes also does a bit of com- 
edy in his show, but he is not 
looking to follow in the funny 
footsteps of Foreman, who has 
become quite a comedian with his 


jokes about food, his waistline 
and his age. 

Holmes does, however, want 
to follow the comeback path of . 
the 12-year-old Foreman. 

“George Foreman is going to 
open the door for me,” Holmes 
said Thursday. 

Foreman, who was 
heavyweight champion in 1973- 
74, came out of 10 years of 
retirement in 1987. He talked 
about winning the title, and peo- 
ple laughed. 

Now, 24 fights and 24 victories 
later. Foreman is set to challenge 
Evander Holyfield for the title on 
April 19. He will get at least $12 
million. 

“He has to set a goal," Fore- 
man said by telephone in discus- 
sing Holmes’ comeback. “He’s 
looking at three years." 

That's not the way Holmes sees 


tiring?. 

“I want tiie shot this year," 
said Holmes, and he would like it 
to be against Foreman, who he 
predicts mil knock out Holyfield 
and Mike Tyson, too. 

Holmes’ plans call for two 
more fights against opponents the 
caliber of Anderson, who has a 
25-13 record and was knocked 
out »n the fourth round by Fore- 
man in 1987, then a match against 
a top 10 opponent. 

“If I can’t win with a top 10 
guy, there's no sense in me being 
til ere,” he said. 

On tbe other hand. Holmes 
talks about there being a "lot 
more work to do. I'm not fooling 
myself. I know the reflexes aren’t 
as keen as they were." 

The fight will be only Holmes' 
second in almost five years. He 
retired after losing a 15-round 


split decision to Michael Spinks 
on April 19. 1986. Spinks had 
won the International Boxing 
Federation .(1BF) title from 
Holmes the previous year. That 
was Holmes’ : first' loss after 48 
victories. 

Holmes came back to challenge 
Tyson on Jan. 22, 1988, was 
knocked out in the fourth round 
and retired again. 

“I could have beaten Tyson if 
Don Song gave me more time,” 
Holmes said. "He gave me two 
months.” 

King, whose relationship with 
Holmes was a love-bate one, is not 
involved with Sunday’s promo- 
tion. 

The promoter is LBA Associ- 
ates of California which has a 
four-fight deal with Holmes. Tbe 
relationship has already become 
bumpy. 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 6, 1991 

Sy Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righto Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day to be sure you do not talk out 
of turn or make any disparaging 
remarks about anyone at all for 
under todays poor aspects there 
could be swift anger and estrange- 
ment ocairing suddenly. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Pleasures can be a bore and nor at 
all satisfying even though on this 
day but you own personal security 
of a material nature is alright. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have some interest in jewelry, 
art in some form but this is not the 
time to dwell on such rather to get 
your health and charm improved. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have a terrific urge to get off alone 
to think out bow you can be less 
restless and more practical and this 
is what is enstore today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) Your interest in the lighter 
side of light should be postponed 
and you can wisely see friends and 
discuss personal problems. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There 
are some business matters you can 
discuss this day with an astute 
higher-up who has the background 
of experience to answer you righl- 

•y- 

VTR GO: (August 22 ro September 
22) New visions and horizons dawn 
through which you can have far 
more of the things that mean the 
most to you so forget fun today and 


pursue them. 

i.TRRA- (September 23 to October 
22) You have some serious or 
important arrangements to make 
that require you handle them with 
preciseness and in a truly coopera- 
tive manner. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Being sure that you and 
your partners understand just what 
is the overall plan under which you 
are operating is very important for 
you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have all sorts of 
jobs to da and there is no better 
time for doing than this day when 
most everyone is in a earthy frame 
of mind. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You want to have a 
good time and its allright if you 
have all that has to do with hobbies 
perfected so there will be no slip- 
up. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the time to make 
sure you spend as much time as 
possible making repairs at home 
and doing that which pleases mem- 
bers of your family. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is the day to get out 
communications to others and to 
discuss with kin, neighbours and 
personal companions where you 
are jointly headed. 



‘Real estate is very valuable! 

Let’s sell a pail of dirt for 
• $25 and go out to a movie!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tarn 
four ordinary words. 


TIFAN 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prfrit answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HUMAN AlJVE PIGPEN TRUDGE 
Answer. What you shouldn’t find in a friendly 
handshake— AN "UPPER HAND" 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank Harrington 


ACROSS 
1 Altar end of a 
church 
5 Hair line 
9 Johnson and 
Ameche 

13 Elevator stop 

14 Mil. seh. 

15 Gr. meal era 

16 Disappoint a 
pet rabbit? 

19 Bunyan's tool 

20 Deuce beater 

21 Scandinavian 

22 Din 

24 State VIP: 
abbr. 

26 J$r. neighbor 

27 Gr. province 

29 Pastrami 

place 

30 Money in Iran 

31 Gif! receiver 

32 Honest — 

35 Traps the best 
antelopes? 

39 Mine diggings 

40 Old Aegean 
region 

41 Speak in a 
way 

42 Short letter 

43 Unconvincing 
45 Bird beak 

48 Grid scores 

49 island near 
Venez. 

50 A Stevenson 

52 Pile 

53 Explosive 
56 Honey and 

dene? 

60 Neglect 

61 Head lor the 
runway 

62 Loop 

63 Leafless 

64 Gen. Bradley 

65 Has 

DOWN . 

1 Writer Haley 

2 Bigwig 

3 Sauce type 

4 Amatory 

5 Thin soup 

6 Cinereous 



‘ 19S0 Tribune Madia Service* 

AH RjOWS Dimu 


Y Genetic letters 

8 Pitch 

9 Simpleton 

10 Aromas 

11 Full of Info 

12 More sensible 

13 Ga neighbor 

17 — Major 

18 Begrudged 

23 Some 
paintings 

24 n. port 

25 Butterlne 

27 Jason's ship 

28 Stadium 
section 

29 Wayward calf 

31 impressions 

32 Disney's forte 

33 Smooch 

34 Spot 

36 FUn — 

37 Thug 

38 Smooth- 
talking 

43 Brothers 

44 Ida of film 


”C. 

rajefpa 

Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


0UQL3 uaaiu □□□□□ 
00QD1 □□□aa 
ranraKr« D n|3P □□□HQ 

anuaa hqh naanp 

uljuulio non . firm 

RrSrmS PISH 3 01103 

00QBO Quag Emnrn 


Rich man 
Swelling 
Janet or Unda 
Teutonic pods 

Funny 

Johnson 
Six: praf. 


54 Robert Stack 
role 

55 Mao follower 

57 WWII 
command 

58 Machine pan 

59 Pu|| 
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Report sees ‘yen zone’ unlikely 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Though Asian countries’ debt is 
now mainly in Japanese yen, not 
in U.S. dollars, the yen does not 
play as much of a role as the 
Deutschemark plays in Europe, 
according to a report to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 

Development of a “yen zone” 
like the “dollar zone" in the 
Americas is uncertain, it said. A 
currency is said to have a “zone" 
or an “area” when it is heavily 
used for intemadonal transac- 
tions in the region. Other coun- 
tries in the region usually allow it 
to be freely converted into their 
own currencies and tend to keep 
their reserves in it. 

The report was made by two 
members of the fund staff. 
Yuzuru Ozeki, a Japanese, and 
George Tavlas, a Greek. 


It said that in the 1980s the 
share of Asian debt held in yen 
almost doubled, reaching 40 per 
cent in 1989. But Asian countries 
hold their reserves about SO per 
cent in dollars, IS per cent in 
marks and not much more in yen 
— only 18 per cent. 

“European countries hold ab- 
out 25 per cent of their reserves in 
(marks) and only about five per 
cent in yen,” it added. 

In 1987, the last year for which 
German figures are available, 
81.5 per cent of West German 
exprots were in marks. In 1988 
only 34.4 per cent of Japanese 
exports were in yen. 

The United States prices 96 per 
cent of its exports in dollars, and 
85 per cent of its imports are also 
priced in dollars — including 


many of its imports from Japan. 

Major Japanese imports such 
as oil are traditionally priced in 
dollars whether they come from 
the United States or not. 

Worid use of yen has neverthe- 
less increased markedly in recent 
years. The report points out that 
Japan has had large surpluses in 
its international accounts and has 
become important m world fi- 
nance. 

Since 1985 it has been the 
largest holder of international re- 
serves: S290 billion worth in 1989. 
the report said. 

Japan's role, it explained, has 
been promoted by its low infla- 
tion in the 1980s arid appreciation 
of its monetary policy, the freeing 
up of financial markets in Japan 
and the increase in Japan's share 
of exports, especially to Third 


Worid countries in Asia. 

“Still, the use of the yen has 
been growing more slowly, than 
one might expect given Japan's 
stellar economic performance.” 
the IMF paper said. 

It noted that foreigners have 
trouble getting hold of short-term 
Japanese securities and can earn 
only small returns on them. At 
the same time Japanese have 
been investing massively m other 
countries, so foreigners do not 
need income in yen to make 
payments to Japanese. 

Japanese banks have been im- 
portant in expanding the use of 
the yen, but they too have an 
advantage in borrowing foreign 
currencies: They lend the money 
to Japanese business people be- 
cause foreign currencies are used 
so much for trade in Japan. 


Abadan oil refinery 
resumes full operations 


Aramco to hire 1 ,000 
new workers for Saudi 
oilfields this year 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran 
has made itself self-sufficient in 
petrol when it resumed full op- 
erations at its giant Abadan oil 
refinery, Tehran Television said. 

Hie refinery was the largest in 
the world before it was damaged 
in the 1980-88 war with Iraq. 

Tehran Telev.uon, monitored 
in Nicosia, said the refinery in 
southern Khuzestan province, 
was inaugurated by Vice Presi- 
dent Hassan Habibi and Oil 
Minister Gbolamreza Aqazadeh. 

It quoted Aqazadeh as saying 
production will be boosted by 
130,000 barrels a day at the refin- 
ery, which started limited opera- 
tion in February 1990, raising the 
total from 160,000 to 270.000 
barrels a day. 

Aqazadeh said Iran would no 
longer need to import petrol, 
which it used to do to make up a 
shortfall in domestic consump- 
tion. 

Aqazadeh repeated that Iran 
intends to boost crude oil produc- 
tion from the current 3.5 million 
barrels to five million barrels a 
day sometime next year. 

Industry analysts say that much 


of Iran’s infrastructure is out- 
dated, and modernisation to sus- 
tain increased output could cost 
as much as $8 billion. 

Habibi said credits allocated 
for rebuilding the refinery will be 
regained in the first year of op- 
eration, and will save precious 
foreign exchange which used to 
go for importing refined oil pro- 
ducts. 

Iran, which relies for oil and 
gas revenues for more than 90 per 
cent of its hard currency earnings, 
last year allocated $5 billion in 
credits to the critical industries, 
an amount unprecedented in the 
country's history. 

The massive investments 
underline Iran's commitment to 
ro rebuild and update its war- 
battered oil industry. 

Since the Aug. 1988 ceasefire 
in the war with Iraq, an army of 
engineers and technicians worked 
on the Abadan complex around 
the clock to get it restarted 

Habibi said the fact that the 
refinery began operation on sche- 
dule showed “precise planning,” 
which should be a model for 
other industries as well. 


HOUSTON, Texas (AP) — 
Saudi Arabian Oil Co. (Aramco) 
wants to be ready to pump up its 
oil production after the Gulf war 
and is running national advertise- 
ments to hire 1.000 new workers 
this year. 

The oil company said it plans to 
boost production capacity to 10 
million barrels a day by 1995, five 
years ahead of schedule because 
of uncertainty in the oil business 
due to the war. 

Today, Saudi Aramco is pro- 
ducing about eight million barrels 
a day. 

Saudi Aramco said it is adver- 
tising for engineers, nurses, heli- 
copter pilots and other workers. 

“We’re recruiting everybody it 
takes to run an oil company and a 
community associated with it,” 
said Bill Tracy, spokesman for 
Aramco Services Co., the Hous- 
ton subsidiary of Saudi Aramco, 
which handles recruiting and pur- 
chasing of goods and services. 

Tracy said Saudi Arabia wants 
to be prepared in case it needs to 
increase oil production to help 


meet the world's needs as Iraq 
and Kuwait undergo reconstruc- 
tion after the war. 

Aramco hired about 300 work- 
ers last year, Tracy said. 

The company, which is running 
national advertisements for work- 
ers, has gotten a strong response, 
Tracy said. 

“The phone is ringing off the 
wall,” he said. 

Saudi Aramco, which was the 
primary fuel supplier to the allied 
coalition, employs about 45.000 
workers from 55 countries. 

Few of his company's em- 
ployees joined the exodus of 
workers and their families from 
Saudi Arabia in the early stages 
of the Gulf conflict, Tracy said. 

To help employees and their 
families cope in a stressful en- 
vironment, the firm raised salar- 
ies 15 per cent last November. 

Before the raise, salaries at 
Saudi Aramco were already 30 
per cent higher than what similar 
jobs would pay in the United 
States, Tracy said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, 

April 4, 1991 




Central Bank official rates 




Boy Sell 




U.S. dollar 

677,0 <5B1;0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

492.4 ' 

495.4 

Pound Sterling 

1 195.5 1202.7 

Dutch guilder 

356.6 

358.7 

Deutschemark 

401.8 404.2 

Swedish crown 

111.3 

112.0 

Swiss franc 

475.0 477.9 

Italian lira (for 100) 

54.1 

54.4 

French fnutc 

118.7 119.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

195.4 

196.6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — FoUowing are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.7850/60 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1554/59 

Canadian dollar 

1.6665/72 

Dentschemarks 

1.8780/90 

Dutch guilders 

1.4040/47 

Swiss francs 

34.31/35 

Belgian francs 

5.6410/60 

French francs 

1238/1239 

Italian lire 

136.00/10 

Japanese yen 

6.0270/20 

Swedish crowns 

6.4830/80 

Norwegian crowns 

6.3920/70 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 358.25/358.75 

U.S. dollars 
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Durald La ham — Madlin Tatar 
In 

Kafroon 


Show; 3JQ, &30, 1030 p.m. 




Cinema 


Tel: 675571 
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\\ Show: 12:30, 3:30. 8:30, 

V 


10:30 p.m. 



WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks closed firmer after a day of see-saw trading. 
Position-clearing ahead of the weekend put pressure on prices. 
The Nikkei average closed up 77.52 points or 0.29 per cent to 
26.767.33, with 550 million shares traded. 

SYDNEY — Hie market ended the week lower after drifting 
down in quiet trading under pressure from a higher Australian 
dollar. The All Ordinaries index dosed 3.4 points weaker at 
1456.4. 

BOMBAY — Share prices recovered ahead of the weekend on 
speculative buying but brokers said the market undercurrent was 
suspect. The Bombay Stock Exchange index rebounded to 
1,218.12. 

FRANKFURT — Boosted by firmer bond prices and buying from 
domestic instituions, German shares dim bed nearly one per cent. 
Hie DAX index ended up 14.90 poinfs at 1,586.87. 

ZURICH — Banks and insurers led the market higher but 
industrials gave up early gains on a weaker dollar. The SPI index 
rose 8.6 points to dose at 1,082.8. 

PARIS — The Paris bourse closed on a firm note as heavy 
turnover in Blue Chips boosted the market. The CAC-40 index 
closed up 15.50 points at 1,851. 

LONDON — A stock shortage squeezed the FTSE 100 index to an 
all-time closing high, up 20.8 points at 2,545.3. 

NEW YORK — U.S. Blue Chip stocks, fell to fresh session lows 
before recouping some losses. Traders said they were weakened 
by the March U.S. jobs data. The Dow Jones average fell 29 to 
2,896. 
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Plan stresses reform to achieve 



economic growth in 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia can raise 
economic growth to an average of 
six per cent a year between 1992 
to 1996 if it carries through long- 
awaited economic reforms, 
according to a draft five-year plan 
which is close to completion. 

The plan. Tunisia's eighth since 
independence in 1956 and made 
availabe to Reuters, says that 
continuing with present practices 
would lead in the long term to 
low growth, rising indebtedness 
and high unemployment. 

“Even if it could achieve 
acceptable levels of development, 
investment and job creation dur- 
ing the period of the eighth plan, 
it would later lead to a serious 
deterioration which would 
threaten the country's future," it 
says. 

The alternative is a “high- 
growth” strategy based on the 
ideas of a 1986 structural adjust- 
ment plan approved by the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Tunisia achieved growth of 
almost seven per cent a year in 
the 1970s, largely because of high 
oil revenues. But falling oil pro- 
duction and rising consumption 


MOSCOW (AP) — Striking 
coal miners, ignoring an agree- 
ment reached with the Kremlin, 
stayed off the job Friday a* work 
stoppages spread to other indus- 
tries in protest of government 
price increases. 

“Despite the fact that most 
economic demands by miners were 
met as a result of talks between 
Prime Minister Valentin Pavlov 
and President Mikhail Gorbachev 
with representatives of miners' 
work collectives, strikes con- 
tinue," the TASS news agency 
said. 

The miners’ representatives 
Wednesday initiated a>; pact that 
met most of their economic de- 
mands but ignored their call for 



will turn the country into a net 
energy importer during the mid- 
1990s. 

The plan says a “high -growth” 
strategy for the 1990s, which 
would bring about improvements 
in all the main economic indica- 
tors, must include the following 
policies: 

— Reducing the role of the 
state, encouraging wider parti- 
cipation in decision-making and a 
trend towards democracy; 

— Targeting food subsidies at 
those who really need them. 
Otherwise the subsidies bill 
would rise to the intolerable level 
of 2.3 billion dinars ($2.5 billion) 
a year by 1996; 

— Introducing selective 
charges for public services such as 
health and education, which are 
mostly free at present; 

— Further privatisation of 
state-owned companies until the 
government owns only strategic 
industries such as electricity; 

— Reform of the salary and 
employment system to increase 
incentives for hard work and give 
employers more flexibility to hire 
and fire. The 1966 labour code 
should be amended because of 


Gorbachev’s resignation. 

The Soviet leader Thursday 
vowed he would not step down. 

At a news conference Thursday 
night, miners rejected the agree- 
ment as inadequate because it 
failed to take consider political 
demands and did not even mea- 
sure up to economic concessions 
that ended a nationwide coal 
strike in 1989. 

“The resolutions and instruc- 
tions of the Soviet cabinet of 
ministers, issued as a result of the 
meeting, did not even meet fully 
the demands coordinated in the 
1989 protocols,” said Anatoly 
Maiykhin, a member of the Kuz- 
netz strike committee. 

As the month-old mine walk- 
out continued, other workers 
joined in calling for Gorbachev’s 
ouster. 

In the Byelorussian capital -of 
Minsk, nearly 10,000 people 
walkedjoff the -jofr, Thursday, ijnd 
staged a rally to protest the April 
2 increase in the cost of food and 
consumer goods, TASS reported. 

Workers from the Minsk auto- 
mobile plant and a motorbike and 
bicycle plant, as well as doctors 
and students, joined in the de- 
monstration. 

The labour newspaper Trud 


the "excessive protection” it pro- 
vides for jobs. The Tunisian trade 
anions fiercely contest this prop- 
osal; 

— Foreign investment in Tuni- 
sia must double from 210 million 
dinars (S226 million) in 1991 to 
415 million ($450 million) by the 
end of the plan. Ignoring invest- 
ment in oil exploration, which is 
likely to decline, the increase 
would be fivefold. 

To bring this about, the gov- 
ernment should set up free trade 
zones and advanced technology 
complexes and press ahead with 
liberalisation of the exchange rate 
system with the eventual aim of 
making the Tunisian dinar con- 
vertible. Tunisian officials had 
hoped to make the dinar con- 
vertible by the end of this year. 

— Removing the remaining 
price controls on manufactured 
goods at all levels. Since the 
structural adjustment plan in 
1986, the government has liberal- 
ised retail prices for only 23 per 
cent of goods because of “weak 
competition”, the plan says; 

— Removing the tariff barriers 
protecting locally manufactured 
goods from foreign competition. 


said the protesters demanded the 
resignation of Gorbachev and his 
cabinet, abolition of a new sales 
tax and improvement in living 
conditions. 

Strike committees were being 
organised by Minsk trade unions 
and in factories. Trad said. 

The workers said if their de- 
mands are not met by Wednes- 
day, they will urge all workers in 
Byelorussia to strike, the inde- 
pendent news agency Interfax 
said. 

The mine strike, which began 
March 1, has encompassed coal 
mining fields in Siberia, the 
Donetsk and Lvov regions in the 
Ukraine, the Rostov region of 
Russia and the Vorkuta region in 
the Arctic. An estimated 300,000 
of the nation’s 1.2 million miners 
are participating. 

The' economic agrqenrent 
would double miners’ wages over 
the next 12 months, increasing in 
25 per cent increments each quar- 
ter. A miner now makes 375 
roubles ($661) a month. 

Alexander Myrli, a miners’ 
spokesman, said Thursday night 
that quarterly raises were in- 
adequate because of government 
price increases. 


Tunisia 

“Protecting the local market con- 
tradicts the aim of encouraging 
exports and making industry 
more competitive,” the plan says. 

The strategy could raise econo- 
mic grwoth from about four per 
cent in the period 1987-91 to six 
per cent in the period 1992-96 and 
then 7.7 per cent in the last four 
years of the century. Tunisia's 
population would be growing in 
the meantime at 1.8 per cent a ; 
year, to read] nine million in 
1996. 

The current account deficit . 
would fall from 3.1 per cent of . 
GDP in 1991 to 2.2 per cent in 
1996. By the end of the decade 
the account would be running ! 
surpluses. 

Unemployment, one of the 
Tunisian government biggest 
political headaches, would fall 
progressively from about 15 per 
cent of the workforce this year to 
13 per cent by 1996 and 9.8 per 
cent by the year 2001. 

The level of foreign indebted- 
ness would also decline, from 
49.5 per cent of GDP now to 35 
per cent by the end of the plan. 

British firms : 
suffer highest 
failure rate 

LONDON (AP) — Almost 8.000 ' 
businesses in England and Wales 
collapsed during the first three 
months of 1991 as the recession 
bit hard into the British economy, 
a survey has reported. 

More than 650 companies went 
out of business every week, the 
highest failure rate recorded in 
any one quarter since records 
were first kept in 1980. according 
to a survey by business informa- 
tion company Dun and Brad- 
street. 

The figures represent an in- 
crease in the failure rate of more 
than two-thirds compared with 
the first three months of 1990, the 
survey said. 

In some areas the rate of busi- 
ness failures doubled this year, 
the survey said. 

Philip Mellor. marketing man- 
ager for Dun and Bradstreet, a 
company well known for moni- 
toring business, said: “These fi- 
gures show that there has been no 
let up in the abnormally high rate 
of business failures between 1990-* 
and 1991.” 

He said that if the current trend 
continues, “more than 40,000 
businesses are likely to collapse 
this year." 

“The high level of failures is 
still continuing in the southeast 
and eastern regions but the discon- 
certingly rapid increase in the 
business failure rate has spread to 
the east midlands.” 

The survey showed there were 
more than 1,000 business failures 
in the southwest during the first 
quarter of the year; more than 
1,000 in the midlands: 841 in the 
northwest; 751 in the northeast; 
1,879 in the southeast and 1.500 
in London. 


Anglican Church 
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

Holy Saturday, April 0 8:00 pm Easter Vigil with Renewal of 

Baptismal Vows 

Easter Day, April 7 6:00 am Dawn Service at Mount Nebo 

6:30 pm Easter Eucharist 

Tel: 628543 


Soviet miners continue strike, 
stoppages spread to new areas 


FOR SALE 

Immigrating family selling electrical home appliances. 

Contact 673409 


JOB 

OPPORTUNITY 

■ = — international 

The Philadelphia International Hotel, Am- 
man has the following opening: 

Position: Food & Beverage Man- 

ager 

Applicants should have: 

1. University or College Degree in Hotel 
Management 

2. Specialist In Food & Beverage. 

3. Seven years experience. 

4. Strong personality, appearance, abiftty to 
supervise and direct al F&B Department 
& Age 30-40 years. 

Information strictly confidential. 
Candidates interested, please contact the 
Personnel Manager at Tel 66 3100 , or write 
to P.O.Box 6389 Amman. 



m 


VOLVO FOR SALE 

Model: 740 Turbo & Year: 1987 
# Condition: Excellent # Colour: White 
Extras: Air-conditioning - auto windows 
tinted glass - stereo - auto sunroof - new tyres. 

Duty pai.d 
Call: 604863 




I. 


LIVE-IN MAID WANTED 

A family with 2 kids wants a maid with good salary. 

Please call: 645712 


[H 




AMRA FASHION DESIGN 

Announce the arrival of the Spring and Summer 
of 1991 catalogues from the most renowned 
European Fashion Houses. 

You choose and we take care of the smallest details. 
The Manager: Madame Eley 
Amra Hotel Commercial Complex-ground floor-tel: 813740 

f . v > I f , i v . rt . ~ :: - . j fh ! 



WANTED 

Live-in housemaid to start work immediately. 

Please call tel: 639819 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 



Jordan Commercial Centres Corporate 

hoc tha u _ t _ _ ... 


has me opening position of a Marketing Officer. 
Applicants should have: 

1- MBA degree in Marketing. 

2- Minimum five years of experience. 

3- Fluency in English. 

4- Age 30-40 years. 

Applications will be treated in strict confidentiality, 
interested candidates should contact 
Centre « Corporation 

?J?JJ 035 ® 7 V or wrlte to PaBox ™ Ammi 
Applications to be sent latest by Saturday April 13, II 
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Indian party seeks return 
of Pakistan-held Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s Hin- 
du revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party 1 3JP> has demanded the 
return of Pakistani-held territory 
in Kashmir as part of its platform 
for next month’s general elec- 
tion. 

BJP President Murli Manohar 
Joshi Thursday promised a rally 
of at least 300.000 Hindus in the 
Indian capital that if it won the 
polls, his party would demand 
that Pakistan return Kashmiri 
territory which it controls. 

The former Himalayan prin- 
cipality of Kashmir has been dis- 
puted by India and Pakistan since 
they became independent in 
I'M?. They have fought two wars 
over the region. India controls 
i w i »-ihirds and the remainder is 
ruled by Pakistan. 

The rally was called to press 
Hindu militant demands for the 
site of u 16th-century mosque 
which they say Muslim invaders 
built on the birthplace of their 
god-kmg Lord Rama in the 
northern Indian town of 
Ayodhya. 

Joshi scorned critics who said 
the campaign would alienate In- 
dia's I?f> million Muslims and fuel 
j separatist revolt in Kashmir. 
India's only Muslim-majority 


state. 

“We have been warned by our 
opponents that if we build the 
Rama Temple we would lose 
Kashmir to Pakistan,” Joshi said. 

“I would like these rumour- 
mongers to know, that not only 
will we keep our boundaries se- 
cure but we will also start pro- 
ceedings to retrieve that area of 
Kashmir which was occupied 
forcibly by Pakistan.'* he said 

Joshi did not clarify how his 
party would reclaim the territory, 
about a third of Kashmir. 

New Delhi maintains the terri- 
tory is Indian. The issue has been 
under negotiation since the 
neighbouring states reached a 
peace accord in 1972 after a war 
over the creation of Bangladesh. 

The issue has been oversha- 
dowed by New Delhi's allegations 
that Islamabad arms and trains 
militants waging a 15-month-old 
revolt in India's Jammu and 
Kashmir state. 

Islamabad denies the charges 
but has urged a plebiscite on the 
future of Kashmir. Some 2,400 
people have died in the revolt. 

Some BJP leaders have prop- 
osed the eventual reunification of 
India with Pakistan, carved from 
the subcontinent as an Islamic 


slaw on independence from Bri- 
tain in 1947. 

Many of the Hindus, youths 
and aged holy men. came aimed 
with tridents, swords and sticks to 
the rally in front of India's pres- 
idential palace, intent on turning 
the mosque site into the main 
election issue. 

Lai Kristian Advani, the likely 
BJP prime minister if it wins the 
elections, denied his party sought 
a theocratic state in India, where 
three-quarters of the 850 million 
people are Hindu. 

The rally marked an open 
alliance between the Hindu mili- 
tant groups who organised it and 
the BJP. The party, which made 
major gains in 1989 polls, says it 
is bidding for power in May. 

At least 2,000 people have died 
in the past 18 months in Hindu- 
Muslim riots over the campaign 
to build a grandiose temple to 
Lord Rama on the mosque site in 
Ayodhya. 

Meanwhile Kashmiri militants 
in Pakistan, seeking more sup- 
port for their separatist fight 
against India, said Thursday they 
had put off protest march on the 
frontier until after talks with the 
Pakistani authorities Sunday. 

Thousands of militants, pro- 


No solution yet to Yugoslav crisis 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslavia 
was still far from solving its worst 
crisis since World War Two Fri- 
day after its leaders made little 
progress at their latest talks. 

The presidents of the she 
Yugoslav republics said after a 
summit in Belgrade Thursday 
that they had made a step for- 
ward but progress could be mea- 
sured in millimetres. Fun- 
damental disputes that threaten 
the country with civil war re- 
mained unresolved. 

•‘They are going nowhere. 
They have done absolutely no- 
thing,” a Western diplomat said. 

Tension has heightened in 
Yugoslavia, a multi-ethnic fed- 
eration of 23.5 million people, 
since three people were killed 
and more than 20 hurt in the 
republic of Croatia on Sunday in 


gun battles between Serbs and 
Croats, the country's biggest 
nationalities. 

On Friday, Serbs manned bar- 
ricades in parts of Croatia after 
Sunday’s violence in Pli trice 
National Park but there were no 
new reports of shooting or bomb 
blasts. The army, deployed Sun- 
day, maintained a show of force 
in Plitvice. 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic and Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman, nationalist 
leaders of the biggest and most 
powerful republics, were no clos- 
er to agreement over the cause of 
this week’s conflicts in Croatia or 
the country’s future shape. 

The only progress at the Bel- 
grade summit appeared to be that 
the republics bluntly clarified 
their views. 


Soviets to stop supplying 
parts to Nicaraguan army 


MANAGUA (AP) — The Soviet 
Union will stop supplying the 
Sandinistu-led army with spare 
parts, a leading Soviet official was 
quoted as saying. 

Because of the army’s depend- 
ence on Soviet-made weapons, 
the move could seriously under- 
mine the army's ability to wage 
war or proride arms to other 
leftist insurgents in Central 
America. 

The announcement Thursday 
follows reports from Washington 
that the United States asked the 
Soviets to cut off aid to the army 
to undercut the Sandinistas' 
apparent hold on political power 
despite last year's electoral loss. 

Bernard Aronson. U.S. assis- 
tant secretary of state for inter- 
American affairs, reportedly 
made the request during a U.S.- 
S**v;et meeting last Feb. 2S- 
March 1 in Madrid. Spain. Aron- 
.'.Iso was to ask the Soviets to 


dissuade the Nicaraguan army 
from supporting leftist rebels 
throughout Central America. 

Soviet aid to the Sandinista 
army is now said to be small 
compared to the average $500 
million a year during the decade 
of leftist Sandinista rule. U.S. 
estimates show the Soviets pro- 
vided them $65 million in non- 
lethal assistance last year. But 
without spare parts, the armed 
forces could soon grind to a halt. 
Nearly all of the Nicaraguan 
army’s equipment is Soviet- 
made. from its AK47 combat 
rifles to its T-55 tanks and MI-26 
attack helicopters. 

La Prensa. the evening daily 
owned by President Violeta Cha- 
morro's family, quoted Alek- 
sandr Mokanu. vice president of 
the lower house of the Supreme 
Soviet, as saying Moscow would 
halt spare parts flows to Nicar- 
agua. 


Los Angeles police chief gets 
paid leave of absence 


LOS ANGELES (API — Police 
Chief Dary I F. Gales was placed 
o:j ;i p.iid leave of absence until 
investigations of the videotaped 
beating of a motorist by officers 
under his command are com- 
plete. 

The decision by the civilian 
Police Commission came after a 
pm.ite meeting with Gates. No 
reason was given for the 60-day 
leave, decided hv three members 
ot the panel who attended the 
meeting. 

'T fed that 1 have been dis- 
graced and defamed." Gates said 


afterward. “I have no idea why 
this is happening.” 

Gates said he would fight the 
order. 

The Los Angeles Police chief 
has been under attack since a 
group of white police officers 
repeatedly struck a black motor- 
ist after a high-speed chase. The 
beating of Rodney King was 
videotaped by an onlooker and 
televised nationally. 

Four officers were charged 
with felony assault as a result of 
the beating. 


Coverup charged in alleged 
rape involving Kennedys 


PALM BEACH. Florida (R) — 
Police in this wealthy enclave 
were accused in court of covering 
up information on their investiga- 
tion into the alleged rape of a 
local woman by a member of the 
famed Kennedy family. 

The investigation into the rape 
alleged to have occurred early 
Saturday at the Kennedy family 
compound has yet to produce a 
strong suspect from the group, 
which included Senator Edward 
Kennedy, police spokesman say. 

“We have not at any time 
identified anybody as a suspect,” 
police spokesman Craig Gunkel 
told reporters who have flocked 
here to cover the latest episode 
invoking the Kennedy family. 

Meanwhile a nephew of Ed- 
ward Kennedy. William Kennedy 
Smith, 30. denied he was a sus- 
pect in the case, as was reported 
in a newspaper. 


Spokesmen for Edward Ken- 
nedy and his 23-year-old son. 
Patrick, has said they were not 
involved in the alleged rape. 

According to preliminary 
police reports, the woman said 
she met Edward Kennedy. Pat- 
rick Kennedy and Smith at a 
popular nightspot Friday evening 
and was invited to the seaside 
Kennedy compound for cocktails. 
She said she was raped there 
early Saturday. 

A lawyer for the Palm Beach 
Post newspaper, which with two 
other media organisations sued to 
force police to release a report on 
the investigation, said that there 
was a clampdown on information 
only because the Kennedys were 
involved. 

Senator Kennedy is a brother 
of the late President John F. 
Kennedy and late Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy. 


Slovenia, a northern republic 
of about 1 .9 million people whose 
leaders have expressed frustra- 
tion with months of fruitless 
negotiations, said it was moving 
closer to secession. 

“Slovenia is determined to be- 
come independent and will not 
agree either to just a reorganisa- 
tion of die federation or the 
strengthening of its functions,** 
Slovenian Justice Minister Lojze 
Janko told reporters. 

He said Slovenia was preparing 
laws to transfer all state functions 
from Yugoslav to Slovenian au- 
thorities. 

In the main conflict dividing 
the republics. Communist-led 
Serbia wants Yugoslavia to re- 
main a federation under c entra l 
rule. Croatia and Slovenia want a 
loose alliance, or confederation. 

Bush 
defends 
Japan’s 
stance 
in Gulf 

NEWPORT BEACH, California 
(R) — President George Bush 
has strongly defended Japan's de- 
cision to remain on the side-lines 
in the Gulf war. saying Tokyo’s 
diplomatic and financial support 
had been substantial. 

Bush also said the United 
States and Japan had made solid 
progress in resolving trade differ- 
ences and that their relations 
were fundamentally sound. 

His comments climaxed a one- 
day summit with Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu at which 
Kaifu publicly complained about 
U.S. criticism of Japan's failure 
to do more to support the allied 
war effort. 

“From day one. Toshiki Kaifo 
and the Japanese government 
were in strong support of the 
U.N. resolutions,” Bush said. 

“Japan stepped up early on to 
fmake) a fundamental and sub- 
stantial monetary contribution. 
Through those months of di- 
j piomacy before force was used, 
Japan played a key role,” the 
president said. 

He said the United States and 
Japan planned to co-operate in 
post-war reconstruction and that 
he and Kaifu had discussed how 
they could help thousands of Kur- 
dish refugees fleeing Iraq after an 
abortive uprising against Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Japan, constrained by its con- 
stitution hum sending troops to the 
Gulf, contributed $11 billion to 
the U.S.-led alliance. 

Its failure to play a more active 
ground role, and a dispute over a 
S400 million shortfall in its con- 
tribution due to exchange-rate 
fluctuations, have added new 
strains to relations already 
bruised by differences on trade. 

“Sometimes Japan's efforts 
have not been property under- 
stood... this has caused some 
disappointment among the 
Japanese people.” Kaifu said at a 
joint news conference with Bush. 

“Thinking about the future 
U.S.-Japan relationship, I firmly 
believe we have to rectify the 
situation, he said, speaking 
through a translator. 

The two-hour 3ush-Kaifu sum- 
mit at this exclusive seaside resort 
south of Los Angeles was de- 
signed to smooth over differences 
between the United States and its 
chief Asian ally. The meeting was 
arranged to make up for a sche- 
duled Bush visit to Japan in 
February that was cancelled be- 
cause of the Gulf war. 


testing at the lack of Pakistani 
backing for the uprising in Indian 
Kashmir, stopped 20 kilometres 
from the border Wednesday after 
receiving an invitation for talks 
from Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawas Sharif. 

Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 
tion Front (JKLF) Chairman 
Amanullah Khan said a delega- 
tion of leading militants had met 
“some important” people in the 
Pakistani government who prom- 
ised sympathetic consideration of 
their demands. 

"We have given them until 7th 
April to accept our demands,” he 
said. If they were not met, the 
march would resume Monday 
when the Lower House of Pakis- 
tan's parliament was due to hold 
a debate on Kashmir. 

The unarmed militants began a 
march Wednesday from the 
Pakistan-ruled Azad (free) Kash- 
mir capital of Muzaffarabad to 


U.S. 

senator 
killed in 
plane crash 

MERION, Pennsylvania (AP) — 
Sen. John Heinz and six others, 
including two children, were kil- 
led Thursday when a helicopter 
collided with his plane over a 
schoolyard. 

The collision occurred as the 
helicopter was checking the land- 
ing gear of the senator's plane, 
authorities said. 

The children killed were on the 
ground. Most children were in 
class at Merion Elementary 
School and only a few were out- 
side at the time of the fiery crash, 
said John Fowler, head custo- 
dian. 

“Fifteen minutes later, there 
would have been 400 kids where 
the helicopter came down," Fow- 
ler said. 

Heinz, 52, was in his third term 


10 bomb explosions rock 
shopping district in U.K. 


MANCHESTER, England (R) 
— Ten bomb blasts ripped 
through a shopping area in Man- 
chester early Friday, causing 
damag e and fires but no injuries, 
police said. 

The centre of the northern 
English city was sealed off while 
police searched for any more 
bombs. 

A fire brigade spokesman said: 
“Nearly 50 firefighteis attended 

the incident and we believe that 

the fires are now out.” 

A police spokesman said about 
10 devices exploded in nine stores 
in and around Manchester's cen- 
tral Am dale shopping area hours 
before shops were due to open. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility but shopping 
areas in Northern Ireland have 
been a favourite target of the 
Irish Republican Army, which is 
fighting to oust Britain from the 
province. 

In recent years so-called animal 


liberationists, opposed to the sale 
of fins, have placed firebombs in 
department stores across Britain. 

The IRA recently switched tac- 
tics and expanded its bombing 
campaign against military and 
political targets on the British 
mainland to include purely civi- 
lian targets. 

British authorities stepped up 
security measures and warnings 
about suspicious packages in pub- 
lic places after the IRA bombed 
two main-line railway stations in 
central London last February, 
killin g one person and injuring 
40. 

On Thursday 20 incendiary de- 
vices were discovered at a train 
station in Preston, northern Eng- 
land, after a passenger noticed 
smoke coming from a bag in 
which they had been placed. 

Police speculated that the bag 
□tight have been part of a ship- 
ment to IRA bombers operating 
on the British mainland. 


the Chakothi frontier post 55 in the U.S. Senate. Heir to the H. 


kilometres away, which they said 
they would cross even if it meant 
death. 

They want unconditional 


J. Heinz food fortune, he was one 
of Senate’s richest members. 

He concentrated on issues in- 
volving the elderly and on pro- 


Pakistani support for their cam- tecting steel from subsidised, 
paign for complete independence foreign competition. He helped 
for Kashmir or union with Pakis- convince President Ronald 
tan - Reagan in 1984 to negotiate pacts 

6 killed as 
U.S. police 
overpower 
gunmen 
in store 

SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) — Lawmen have stormed 
an electronics store in a burst of 
gunfire to end an 816-hour stan- 
doff with four hostage-taking 
gunmen. Three of the gunmen 
and three hostages were killed, 
authorities said. 

At least 13 hostages were 
wounded and the fourth gunman 
was seriously wounded in the 
siege by dozens of officers, in- 
cluding deputies who sneaked 
into the store. 

The gunmen were members of 
an Asian youth gang called the 
Oriental Boys and demanded safe 
passage to Thailand, guns, bullet- 
proof vests and a helicopter. Sac- | l^ltv la 

ramento County Sheriff Glen 
Craig said. SANTIAGO (R) — Rightist de- 

The gunmen wounded two hos- monstrators threw eggs at Ou- 
tages before officers stormed the lean government leaders and 
store and shot at more after the screamed calls for a return to 
assault began, Craig said. military rule at the funeral of an 

One gunman “walked ... down assassinated senator, 
the line shooting hostages” as 


Former Haiti president 
accused of plotting coup 


foreign competition. He helped 
convince President Ronald 
Reagan in 1984 to negotiate pacts 
compelling steel-exporting na- 
tions to curb exports to the Un- 
ited States. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Teresa, and three children. 

Also killed were two 
pilots in Heinz’ twin-engine 
Aerostar PA-60 and two pilots in 
the Bell 412 owned by the Sun 
Co., police said. 

The aircraft buret into flames 
on impact and showered debris 
over the old stone houses and 
manicured lawns in the upper 
middle class suburb of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The helicopter wreckage came 
to rest on the playground about 
35 feet (10.5 metres) from the 
school. The plane fell to the 
ground on the other side of the 
building. 

“The room started shaking and 
the windows blew open.” said 
Joelle Morgan, 10, a fifth grader 
who was in math class at the time. 
“The teacher yelled, ‘fire.’ 
Everyone was crying. Everyone 
wanted to go home.” 

Three children and two school 
employees were injured. 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Former President Ertha 
Pascal-TrouiUot, who led Haiti to 
its first democratic elections, was 
jailed for allegedly conspiring to 
overthrow her owp government. 

Her surprise arrest Thursday 
stemmed from a foiled coup 
attempt on Jan. 6 by diehard 
supporters of the ousted Duvalier 
family dictatorehip. The coup 
leaders were trying to block Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, who had been 
elected president the previous 
month, from assuming office. 

Mrs. Pascal-TrouiUot had said 
she was kidnapped from her 
home in her nightgown and held 
hostage at gunpoint in the nation- 
al palace for 10 hours before 
loyalist soldiers stormed the 
building and ended the siege. 

At one stage, Mrs. Pascal- 
TrouiUot announced on radio 
that she was being forced to 
resign. But she resumed office 
after being freed unharmed. 

On Thursday, the 48- year-old 
former supreme court judge was 
brought to the Port-Au-Prince 
courthouse, where charges were 
lodged against her. 

Government prosecutor 
Anthony Aloiridor said on inde- 


pendent Radio Antilles that the 
former president was accused of 
complicity in the coup attempt, 
but he did not specify the 
charges.' 

He did not say what evidence 
the government's allegations 
were based on. 

“We have enough in hand now 
to warrant her arrest,” Alouidor 
said, without elaboration. 

Mrs. Pascal-Trouillot was 
driven directly to the national 
penitentiary. She said only: “The 
eternal is great and his mercy mil 
last forever.” 

The apparent leader of the 
coup attempt was former interior 
and Defense Minister Roger 
Lafontant, who wanted to over- 
turn the results of the December 
election in which Aristide was 
chosen as Haiti's first democrati- 
cally chosen president. 

Lafontant, who once headed 
the Tonton Macoutes, the Duva- 
liers’ dreaded private militia, was 
taken into custody at the palace 
along with 15 alleged accom- 
plices. They are still jailed and 
are awaiting trial. 

Aristide has accused the 
Pascal-Trouillot administration of 
misappropriation of funds. 


Slain Chilean senator buried 


the line shooting hostages” as Senator Jaime Guzman was 
officers opened fire, he said, shot dead by unidentified gun- 
“They were systematically being men Monday as he left Santiago's 


shot. All of the hostages were on 
the floor at the time out people 
went in.” 

Craig said the gunmen deman- 
ded $4 million in cash was false. 

Seven deputies sneaked into 
the Good Guys store through a 
storeroom and hid inside for two 


Catholic University. 

Guzman, 44, a member of the 
rightist opposition Independent 
Democratic Union (UDI). was a 
key ideologue of Chile's military 
regime and forecast the 1973 
coup in which General Augusto 


Pinochet toppled elected Marxist 
President Salvador Aliende. 

Guzman was buried with 
military honours in a ceremony 
attended by Pinochet. President 
Patricio Ayiwin, who took over 
from the military regime in 
March last year, and other poli- 
tical leaders from the right and 
left. 

The assassination was widely 
condemned in the press and by 
politicians as a crime not just 
against Guzman but also against 
Chile’s fledgling democracy. 

Ayiwin, who last month un- 


veiled a report detailing the kill- 
ings of over 2,000 people by the 
military's secret police between 
1973 and 1990, has been strug- 
gling to create a dimate of recon- 
ciliation and national unity in 
Chile. 

Guzman, who never held for- 
mal office under the military and 
was credited by friends with help- 
ing some opponents of the milit- 
ary flee into exile, was the first 
member of Chile's right-wing 
establishment to be killed after 
the return to civilian rule. 


4,893 prisoners freed in Bangladesh 


grenade that shattered the front- 
door glass to begin the charge. 

Nine of about 30 hostages 
taken — two men, two women 
and five children — were freed 
earlier from the south Sac- 
ramento store in Florin Mall. The 
first three captives were released 
in exchange for one bullet-proof 
vest. 

The last hostage to be freed. 
Sean McIntyre, was shot in the 
leg and sent hobbling to safety 
through the front doors. 


DHAKA (R) — Nearly 5,000 
prisoners have been' freed from 
Bangladeshi jails since January 
under government concessions 
designed to curb prison mutinies. 
Home (interior) Ministry official 
said. 

“The releases are made under 
a genera] amnesty ... to the agi- 
tated prisoners who have been 
demanding early completion of 
their trials and reduction of the 
length of punishments.” the BSS 
news agency quoted an official as 


saying Thursday. 

“A total of 4,893 convicts and 
under-trial prisoners have been 
freed between Jan. 15 and March 
15.” he said. 

The government disclosed the 
figures apparently to defuse ten- 
sion in Dhaka Central Jail and 
other prisons across the country. 

At least 12 prisoners broke out 
of a jail in Narsingdi, 50 
kilometres from Dhaka, last Sun- 
day. 

Police said the prisoners 


attacked guards, grabbed their 
weapons and unlocked the main 
gate. 

Hundreds of prisoners at Dha- 
ka's maximum security jail, 
where five inmates were shot 
dead by police in early January, 
have been staying outside their 
cells for several weeks, an official 
said Friday. 

“Conditions are also not prop- 
er in jails in Chittagong port and 
other cities,” he said but declined 
to give details. 


Ozone layer thinning twice as fast as previously thought 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Earth's protective layer of ozone 
appears to be thinning about 
twice as rapidly as scientists pre- 
viously believed, the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has said. 

EPA administrator William K. 
Reilly said new estimates suggest 
there could be an additional 

200.000 deaths from skin cancer 
in the United States over the next 
50 years because of the unex- 
pected ozone loss. 

That would represent a near 
doubling from the current rate of 

5.000 skin cancer deaths a year. 

Reilly said the agency would 

work harder to eliminate ozone- 
depleting chemicals such as chlor- 
ofluorocarbons, or CFCs, widely 
used in air conditioning and refri- 
geration, in making insulating 
foam and as a solvent. 

An international agreement, 
the Montreal Protocol, calls for a 
phase-out by the year 2000 of 
CFCs and other chemicals (hat 
attack the ozone layer. 

Reilly said preliminary data 
from the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) suggest that the ozone 
layer has been depleted by 4 per 
cent to 5 per cent over the United 
Stales since 1978. Previous stu- 
dies showed depletion of about 
half that amount, he said. 

Rich McPeters, chairman of 
the ozone processing team that 
worked on the new data at 


NASA's Goddard Space Centre, 
said details would be set out in 
two papers, one already submit- 
ted for publication and one still 
being revised. 

The studies found a global de- 
crease of 2.6 per cent over 10 
years, be said, with the effects 
concentrated in the middle lati- 
tudes of the northern and south- 
ern hemispheres. 

“If you look at the equator 
there's nothing happening,'' 
McPeters said. “Above 20 de- 
grees latitude north or south, you 
start seeing some very large de- 
creases.” 

At 40 degrees north latitude, 
which cuts through the middle of 
the United States, ozone has 
been disappearing at a rate of 
about 0.5 per cent per year, 
McPeters said. 

“What’s happening is close to 
the worst fears. You’re talking 
about losses that weren't ex- 
pected," said F. Sherwood Row- 
land, a chemistry professor at the 
University of California at Irvine 
who discovered in 1974 that CFCS 
were damaging the ozone layer. 

“The United States — govern- 
ment and industry — has long 
played a leadership role in efforts 
to protect the ozone layer,” Reil- 
ly said in a statement. “This new 
information dramatises the sig- 
nificance of our past achieve- 
ments and suggests that we may 
need to do still more.” 

Among the possibilities, he 


said, were accelerating efforts to 
develop ozone-safe substitute 
chemicals and expanding assist- 
ance to poor countries to help 
them switch from CFCs to the 
substitutes, which often are more 
expensive. 

Richard Benedick, former 
chief U.S. negotiator on ozone 
protection, said the latest report 
would likely spur a new revision 
of the Montreal Protocol, which 
was strengthened just last year. 

“It will increase the pressure 
for further strengthening.” Be- 
nedick said. “But the real news is 
people should use more sun 
screen and stay out of the sun.” 

Rowland said the problem 
would get worse before it gets 
better. Even after production of 
ozone-depleting chemicals stops, 
those already in existence will 
continue to seep into the atmos- 
phere for years, he said. 

“We’ve got another 20 years of 
ozone depletion, even if every- 
body does what they’ve prom- 
ised." he said. 

Ozone is considered a pollutant 
at ground level, but scientists say 
its presence in the upper atmos- 
phere — about 10 utiles (16 
kilometres) up — is beneficial. 
The ozone layer blocks some of 
the sun's ultraviolet radiation, 
which can cause skin cancer . 

Eileen Claussen. director of 
EPA's Atmospheric and Indoor 
Air Programme, said the new 
data on ozone depletion came 


from global satellite measure- 
ments for the period 1978-1990. 

“These are pretty shocking 
□umbers,” she said in an inter- 
view. “It took us a little while to 
run the models and see what it 
means.” 

One cause for concern, she 
said, is that while older studies 
found ozone depletion mostly in 
winter, the new data find a thin- 
ning layer in the spring as well, 
when plants are growing and peo- 
ple are more likely to be outdoors 
in the sun’s rays. 

Ms. Oausseq said helping de- 
veloping countries reduce then- 
emissions of ozone-depleting che- 
micals was “the biggest thing that 
can make a difference." 

In addition, she said, EPA can 
encourage recycling of the che- 
micals — found in car air con- 
ditioners, for example — and can 
make sure that any substitutes 
developed aie not ozone- 
destroying themselves. 

Also Thursday, a Dupont 
stockholder backed by Friends Of 
The Earth lost a court bid to force 
a shareholders' vote on a propos- 
al aimed at speeding up the com- 
pany's plans to end production of 
CFCs. 

U.S. District Judge John H. 
Pratt in Washington Tilled that 
such decisions are reserved for 
company management. A 
spokesnan for Friends Of The 
Earth said the ruling would be 
appealed. 



Dallas to end ^ 
13-year run 

DALLAS (AP) — The banfcL 
have gone bust and now Dallas,: 
the TV show that made the city’s 
skyline famous — 3nd gave us the 
villainous J.R. Ewing — »: . 
down the tubes. CBS, the televi- 
sion network which airs the show,; 
said Dallas will end its 13-year 
run this season, with the last 
episode on May 3- The news hit 
fans as hard as one of the sbowV 
notorious surprise, "stay tuned” 
endings. “Oh no,” said Deborah 
Feldstein, who had travelled 
thousands of miles (kilometres) 
from Switzerland before hearing 
the news, clutching her heart. “In ' 
Switzerland ... it has had a great 
impact.” Mrs. Feldstein and her 
husband, II ja, were among the ’ 
handful of Dallas fans milling ■ 
around Southfork Ranch, the.-.- 
Ewing clan's pretend spread in f 
Collin County, just north of Dal- 
las. Fans aren’t the only ones 
grieving about the loss of Dallas., . 
the nighttime soap opera depict- 
ing intrigue among the Texas big 
oil and jet set. “We have got to 
get another series.” said Roger 
Burke, executive director of the 
Film Commission of North 
Texas. “The Dallas series ... is. 
one of the main draws for tourism : ‘ 
in the city — the other being the . 
Kennedy Assassination exhibit," 
Burke said. President John Ken- 
nedy was killed in Dallas in 1963. - 
“The series also helped the city’s 
image as far as international busi- 
ness is concerned. Japanese and 
European car companies know 
what Dallas looks like because of 
the beginning of the TV show and 
they want those same glass build- 
ings in the background of their 
commercials,” he said. 

Thieves rob 4 

restaurant, leave 
big tip 

HONG KONG (R) — Three 
robbers stole thousands of dollais 
from a Hong Kong pizza parlour 
— but left employees a generous 
tip, a police spokeswoman said. 
The robbers, armed with a gun 
and a knife, approached a Pizza 
Hut restaurant before it opened 
Tuesday and forced the manager 
to open the safe. They told the 
staff they would be rewarded if 
they cooperated. They fled with 

90,000 H.K. dollais ($11,500) af- 
ter banding out 3,000 dollars 
($385, or an average of some 30 
dollars ($4) to the manager and 
each of the 13 employees, rank- 
ing them as big tippers by Pizza 
parlour standards. 

Nick Nolte, wife 
file for divorce 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Actor * 
Nick Nolte and his wife of seven 
years. Rebecca, have filed for 
divorce in what was described as 
a friendly split. “Nick Nolte and 
his wife have stressed the divorce 
is amicable and they will have 
joint custody of their son,” said 
publicist Paul Bloch, who repre- 
sents the couple. The Noltes mar- 
ried on Feb. 19. 1984. and have a 
4-year-old son, Brawley King 
Nolte. They live in Malibu. It was 
the third marriage for Nolte and 
the first for his wife, who was a 
model at the time of their wed- 
ding. No details were released 
about a property split or financial 
arrangements. “It is very amic- 
able." said Bloch. 

Carton of stolen 
heads dumped on * 
New York street 

NEW YORK (AP) — Thieves 
didn’t get quite what they bar- 
gained for when they stole a box 
from a car and discovered six 
human heads were inside. The 
box. still containing the heads, 
was found in a gutter, after 
apparently being dropped there 
by the thieves, said officer Scott 
Bloch, a police spokesman. Dr. 
William Portney had been taking 
the heads from New York Medic- 
al College in Valhalla to New 
i ork Eye and Ear Infirmary for a 
class in medical dissection. Port- 
ney decided to leave the sealed 
carton of heads in his car when he i 
parked in the East Village neigh- ■ 
bourhood of Manhattan. Thieves 
broke into the car and stole what 
they apparently thought was 
marketable booty. “They got ab- 

anH a K b ‘°i k n aW3y ’ ,00ked inside 
m ..° P o, fuiI y wem Stork raving 
S' Bl « h said. Taxi driver 
uneoigbe Casas shooed away a 
group of people who were gawfc- 
g at the box with its grisly 
contents and stashed it in his tnmk 
until police showed up. *T asked 

th^ n M What il was ’ and when 
hT 5 it was , 

of a joke. But this was&*> 
hf . ■[. e> Casas, adding that 
he bought the heads. “mJL be 

-ttL t0 someone." 



